
Traffic Commission Meeting 
June 21, 2012 

 
Meeting was held at the Tufts Administrative Building, 167 Holland St, 2nd flr 
 
Meeting was called to order @ 6pm by William Roche 
 
Attendance:  James Polito, Thomas Graney, George Manzelli, William Roche 
Staff:  Laura Accaputo, Suzanne Rinfret, Terence Smith, Matthew Dias 
 
The Chair recognized Mr. Clayton who spoke on a non-agenda item; Bow Street parking pilot 
program  
 
Item #1 – Minutes from May 17, 2012 Traffic Commission Meeting accepted unanimously 
 
Item #2 – Request for Handicapped Parking 

• 12 Connecticut Av 
Applicant is property owner with driveway; T&P recommends denial.  Motion to Deny made by 
Graney, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 

• 7 Dickinson St 
Motion to Approve made by Manzelli, Polito, unanimous 

• 8 Melvin St 
Applicant is property owner with driveway; T&P recommends denial.  Motion to Approve for a 
90 day trial period made by Roche, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 

• 29 Minnesota Av 
Applicant is property owner with driveway; T&P recommends denial.  Motion to Deny made by 
Roche, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 

• 27 Otis St 
Applicant does not own a vehicle, several handicapped spaces on street, and hydrant in front of 
property T&P recommends denial.  Motion to Deny made by Roche, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 
 
Item #3 – Request for 15 Minute Parking 

• 112 Broadway (remove parking meter) 
Motion to Approve made by Roche, 2nd Polito, unanimous 

• 283 Somerville Av 
Motion to Approve made by Polito, 2nd Graney, unanimous 
 
Item #4 – Request for Loading Zone (Mon-Sat, 8am–11am) 

• 62 Broadway (Los Paisanos) east of the bus stop at two parking meters (will revert back 
to metered parking from 11am to 8pm) 

• 173 Broadway (Caseys) east of Garfield Av at two parking meters (will revert back to 
metered parking from 11am to 8pm)  

Motion to Approve (both) made by Polito, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 
 
Item #5 – Request for two parking metered spaces 

• Illinois Av, east side, 20 ft from Broadway extending 40ft northerly 
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Motion to Approve made by Polito, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 
 
 
 
Item #6 – Request for 2 Hour Parking Except by Permit 8am to 2:30am and Permit Parking Only 
2:30am to 8am  

• Indiana Av, west side, from Broadway extending 50ft northerly 
Motion to Approve made by Polito, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 
 
Item #7 – Request for an addition to Article XV Section 15-3 “Fees and Permit Parking; 
Schedule of Fees” with the creation of a new “3 Day Visitor Permit” for a fee of $40 per year 
(limit one per household) 
Traffic and Parking Director Dias explained the new permit would add more flexibility to the 
Residential Permit Parking Program for those visiting Somerville residents.  That this program 
was another component of the Department’s efforts to improve its customer service offerings and 
recognize the needs of its residents as well as make Somerville an inviting place to live, work, 
and play.  Further, Dias recognized that congestion concerns could arise, as many residents have 
advocated for less visitor parking, particularly those residents who live in congested areas or near 
central business districts and/or transportation nodes.  He stated that by charging a higher fee, 
relative to other permits, was one way the Department would attempt to provide more parking 
but in a manner that would not overcome residential streets with visitors.   On a monthly basis, 
Dias stated, it equates to a little more than $3.00 per month. 
Motion to Approve made by Manzelli, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
 
Item #8 – Request for an increase to the following fees:   
 
 Permit  FY2012  FY2013   Duration   Per 

month 
Extended Visitor  $25   $35   up to 30     

Special Visitor  $15   $25   3 ‐ 7     

Landlord  $50   $60   12 
months 

 $5.00 

NEW Landlord ‐ 
10+ Properties 

N/A  $100   12 
months 

 $8.33 

Commercial 
Vehicle Night 

$15   $25   12 
months 

 $2.08 

Realtor Permit  $50   $60   12 
months 

 $5.00 

Religious Org.  $25   $40   12 
months 

 $3.33 

Medical Org.  $25   $40   12 
months 

 $3.33 

Health Care 
Professional 

$25   $40   12 
months 

 $3.33 

Homemaker  $25   $40   12 
months 

 $3.33 



Restricted Zone 
Citation 

$30   $50        

Motion to Approve (all) made by Manzelli, 2nd Polito, unanimous 
 
Item #9 – Prior Business 

• Handicapped Parking Space at 30 Whitman St (approved for a 90 day trial period March 
2012) 

• Handicapped Parking Space at 45 Berkeley St (approved for a 90 day trial period March 
2012) 

Motion to Approve (both) permanently made by Polito, 2nd Manzelli, unanimous 
 
Item #10 – Item for Discussion  

• Hazardous Material Truck Routes 
Traffic Engineer Smith explained that Traffic and Parking has drafted a plan and discussed all of 
the guidelines, requirements, and fees associated with implementing routes.  He also stated that 
MassDOT will be conducting a regional truck study and that he would update the Commission of 
their findings. 
 
Meeting was adjourned @ 6:20pm  
 
 


