Somerville Commission for Women
Wednesday November 9, 2009

Sonja Durai, Director

Ann McKenna , Walnut Street Center, guest
Marie Annette Bernard, guest

Michelle Albert, Commissioner

Chien Chi Huang, Commissioner

Correen, commissioner

Keisha Mayers, guest

Alicia, Byrd, Commissioner

Minutes reviewed
Minutes Approved
Director’s Report Highlights

e Eliminating Multicultural Commission; Human Rights Commission is going to
invite the commissioners to join them and take on their issues as a sub-
committee.

e LGBT liason position is closing tomorrow. Will begin interviewing prospective
candidates. We’ve received a lot of great interest.

0 30 hour a month position working with youth and young adults.

0 Work with gay-straight alliance, and perhaps tackling teen dating violence
issues.

e Reprioritizing Anti-violence activities

0 TADA is on hold. There isn’t enough funding or an outside facilitator to
run it. Hoping that the incoming Liason will have a teen dating violence
background.

0 Stepping back from high risk assessment activities. Recommending that
the Health Department is represented at advisory level. This raises the
profile of issues above the Women’s Commission.

O SAFER Bars

0 Alderman Sullivan has enlisted the help of an expert who will help write
the employee anti-violence policy. For $500 she will provide the text and
train management so they know how to best apply the policy. Goal is to



model after cities that have existing policies.This will be funded by the
BOA.

O [Sonja met with RESPOND for a retrospective. RESPOND will evaluate
what they want from the city and work with the Director of the Health
Department to formalize who and how works with them. Memorandum
of understanding]

e Met with ED of Cambridge Women’s Commission to discuss the two
commissions meeting for (Commissioners act individually rather than through
committee. ) [Maybe ask founding members to host.]

e Sonja presented a Task Matrix template to use for future projects.

e Legislation

0 Want to create policy briefs for issues important to the Commission. Staff
will present research and background, which will allow us to formally
take action if we choose (e.g. make public statements, hold events in
support of important bills).

e Sonja is going through archives to form a traveling exhibit that will demonstrate
whatthe commissions do.

e Looking for ways to standardize the way we work.

e Opening up conversation how we can be accessible.

e Will ask youth groups from the city to send one person for a term to participate
in the commission meetings to increase participation from different groups in
the city.

EVENTS

e Calendar for the 7 months
0 Dec
0 Jan:admin of support will end, MLK day 18" Super Commission at the
Walnut street Center (tentative)
0 Feb: jump rope a thon first week (tentative), Tea with Cambridge
Commission (tentative)
0 Mar: WHM event
0 April: interns will be wrapping up at the end of the month, [have
reception at Tufts they host? Or perhaps at Somerville Museum]; second
SuperCommission Event(tentative)
May:
Jun
July: Art Beat
O Aug: recruitment meeting
e Keisha will Lead with recruitment table at Bunker Hill.
(0]
e Jump rope a thon
(0]

O OO



PARKING LOT

We need a separate meeting to discuss what it means to have an exhibit about
the history of the commission.

SuperCommissions: basic intro to happen every four months to help increase
membership. Interns will organize the first two. Hold on a Saturday.

Set up meeting with Paulette to discuss our own working agreement.
Somerville Christmas party: should commission be there to mingle

Chien chi will manage the database project.

Michelle will create a template for the database and post on basecamp. Each
person will be responsible for entering names.

Correen will enter data.

e-Newsletter:

Action

Events

Legislation we’re supporting

Mission

(Maine and Mass have e newsletters)

Keisha will lead recruitment table at Bunker Hill.

JUMP ROPE A THON Discussion

Options for dates:

0 After school

0 On aSaturday

0 During school vacation
Who are the participants
American heart association jump rope a thon for kids,
Joselin diabetes as the fundraiser beneficiary?
Have jump teams come to show during events
Somerville high school cheerleaders
Health fair
SHS — good venue for parking, space, accessible,
Have alternative activities for people who can’t jump
Chienchi will contact joslin
Correen will contact aha (mention it’s a tentative plan)
We should add our monthly meeting to the journal calendar
Scat will list






