Somerville Commission for Women 

Monthly Meeting Minutes

September 18, 2013
 

Attendees by Commissioners: Nancy, Michelle, Alicia, Rachelle, Keri, Melissa, Marlena, Daisy, Jenny D, and Katie (10 commissioners). 

Staff/Guests: Sonja Darai, Liz Gaskell, and Rukmini Karki.

The meeting was held at the Cross Street Center at 165 Broadway at 7:00 p.m.

Discussion about Possible Quorum Modification for Commissions

The HRC is working through a rule change to institute a floor and ceiling with respect to allowing the biz of the commission to continue.    The floor could be as low as five.

 

Other commissions have floor and ceilings. 

 

Issue of oversight or not and connection to the notion of "quorum."  We have an oversight function. 

 

There is a concern that a low number quorum lacks representation and could mean difficulty populating required committees per ordinances. 

 

Oct is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

 Oct 2: Candlelight Vigil.   We have a featured speaker, and confirmed attendance from multiple groups including the Rape Crisis Center.  They'll be at a table.   

 

We have our banner at the Police Department.  Hopefully the weather will allow us to do our candlelight vigil walk through Union Square.   

 

The walk is a 30 minutes prior to the speaking event.  The candles are electric.  The speaker's portion is 45 minutes.

 

Please do outreach so that we could get a good crowd.  Also, please look at the Facebook page.

 
The event is very well established.  Public officials come and send on word to their lists.  The Mayor will welcome everyone.  Police Chief Pasquarello will also speak.  Retiring Deputy Upton is hoped to attend.  Deputy Cabral too (both from the Police Dept.)

 

Hopefully all commissioners can participate!   It's a sombre event.  We'll start the walk at 6pm.  
· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Candlelight Vigil:

· The chairs need to be set up.

· Check the yahoo calendar (says 5pm).  

· Check if Respond can get names for murdered victim's name starting in Oct and not January

 

Cambridge has also chosen the first Wednesday as their annual event date which splits up Respond and other agencies’ staff/resources.

 

The Panel on DV in the Muslim Community

The event is deliberately planned during the work day to try to bring in folks from non-profits.  We are using data to pull people in the room.   The idea is that there are differences when dealing with the Muslim community.   

 

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the DV Panel:

· To create full list from several lists

· Jenny will volunteer

· To call the non-profits and to the Muslim community and the schools (school counselors).   It's just following the script.  "We want to welcome you to the events.....Can we count on you?"

· Keri, Daisy, Michelle, Melissa all volunteer
· FYI:  Calls to nonprofits and community leaders is similar to calling for a candidate for election
· To prepare the room i.e. move the tables aside but nicely.   And we'll have to move them back.

· Melissa will volunteer

 

· Commissioners discussed whether to provide refreshments; then what to bring. 

· Alicia and Nancy volunteered

Snow Clearance Promotion Project 

Snow is coming.   
The Office of Somerville Commissions has two projects:  Snow shoveling survey and snow shoveling promotion.  The Survey Project of shoveling after a snow storm includes a list of 60 streets randomly selected.   Take some near your home.  The volunteer will fill out a postcard.   Need plenty of volunteers for both projects.
Survey Project Discussion

Marlena talked about normalizing the data (i.e. some streets are longer than other).  

Marlena and Katie both mentioned that there's a difference between all but one shoveled and only one shoveled that isn't captured by the current suggestion for what's on the postcard.

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Snow Clearance Promotion Project :

· Survey Shoveled Sidewalks after Snow Storms

· Promoting Residents to Shovel During Winter

· Daisy and Marlena volunteered   

   

Celebration of 25 years of the Women's Commission

The event will be combined with the annual reception for Women’s History Month (March 19, 2014)
Commissioners brainstormed ideas. Keri suggested listing famous Somerville Women.  We could try to videotape current women in Somerville.  We need to collect names and need commissioners to work on this.
The event needs speakers.  Marlena suggested the Somerville Historical Society.  However, we’ve found the SHS needs money for their venue and actresses need a large grant for portraying famous people. We should check with them to see if there are any opportunities for collaboration, though.  Daisy mentioned she is an archivist. 

 

Discussion of the program included determining the target audience for the program.  Asking who was mayor at that time?  Mayor Gene Brune says he started the commission.
· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the 25th Anniversary Event:

· Research Project for Domestic Violence Report to the Board of Alderman’s sub-committee on public health and safety

· Somerville Women of History (PowerPoint presentation and video taping)

· Outreach, Awareness about SCW
· Elderly, mothers, youth, youth women

· Organizations Tables (half-hour)

· Fundraising

· Daisy shared fundraising suggestions

 

Girls High Risk Behavior Taskforce

Originally, Girls High Risk Behavior Project was from the Somerville Cares About Prevention (SCAP) in the Health Department (a colleague in the Health Department).  This was a short-term request for assistance to create focus groups related to girls outpacing boys in high-risk behavior across all risk factors (according to YRBS data).    Nancy and Sonja assisted along with Trauma Response Network Coordinator, Somerville Wellness Project Coordinator, and the SCAP Coordinator created focus groups with ally programs in the community.  Outcome was a SCAP event along with a PowerPoint.  Grad students did an analysis and PowerPoint presentation.  SCAP cannot be the lead on any further work on what we’ve learned from the YRBS or focus groups so we are asking the Commission for Women to sponsor a Girls High Risk Behavior Taskforce.
Nancy reported that there is a summary of 6-8th grade risk survey results.  It covers multiple topics, suicidal ideation, weight concerns, and much else.   It identifies trend data.  Bullying, cyber-bullying.  You can see it broken down by grade, native language, family makeup.  Very beneficial.    The summary is 40 pages.

  

Regarding the YRBS, this is an annual Youth Risk Behavior Survey of Somerville public school students (6-8th graders one year; 9-12th graders alternate year).  SCAP sponsors this and presents data results via Jeopardy game.   You learn a lot.   You might be moved to pull out the full data. The results of the data analysis defines anti-bullying curriculum. The Police Dept uses it too.   We see local non-profits use it as part of grant opportunities.  It's very expensive to do the analysis but it is very useful.  800 plus respondees out of 1000.   Along with other community leaders, Nancy and Sonja have proctored the survey throughout the years. 

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Girls High Risk Taskforce

· We need one to three commissioners for Taskforce. 

· Need YRBS and PowerPoint on the focus groups sent to commissioners

· Sonja

Community Events and News

Nancy: RiverFest is this Saturday.

 

SCW By-Laws

Two months ago the SCW meeting spoke about reviewing the by-laws.   Does someone else have an interest in reviewing them?  The commission itself approves any by-law changes.  The by-laws are then submitted to the BOA for final approval.  Katie reported that the SCW changed a bylaw in the past and the board of alderman didn't accept it.  
 

Sonja stated that the SCW has to change the bylaw and also the associated ordinance.   We have a better climate now to make a quorum rule change.   If we engage the alderman we are more likely to have good result.   
Knowing the bylaws is important.    We might not be taking the opportunity to do good work that the bylaws allow.   It would be nice to have a well-presented summary.

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the SCW By-Laws

· Need to review the By-Laws

· Sonja will resend to all commissioners

· Need to have several commissioners focus on recommendations 

Five Hour SCW Time per Month Report from Commissioners  

Time towards the five hour SCW time per month includes reading articles and sharing them, bringing up the commission at your other meetings (such as at church) counts.

 

How have commissioners promoted the commission rather than list of hours.

1. Melissa: I have someone to put in touch with Sonja who would be good for the commission.  

2. Keri: I came to the meeting.  I was elected VP of Mass NOW.   I've been talking up the commission at the NOW meetings.   I've been bringing up the possible connection of NOW and local commissions.  I should be doing more sharing via social media.   I have someone to put in touch with Sonja. We have an incredible group of activists who act on the civic level. I talk to them about what do you do locally.  I "guilt them."
3. Rachelle:  I attended the last meeting and the doodle.  I forward emails from Sonja others who may be interested.   Last time, it's hard to know what I should do in addition to the set events.   We can inform people but it would be better to have a task. 

4. Alicia:  I went to two rallies for women's rights.  I'm in touch with HollerBack Against Street Harassment and also Title IX and also on choice and also body image.  I talk to quite a few women about the commission. 

5. Michelle: I've been talking about the vigil.  I tell people I'm on the commission through my daughter's school and through work.  

6. Nancy:  I've done event planning and remarks for the vigil.  

7. Jenny:  We had a block party.  I spoke about the commission.  Very few people know.   When I was asked "What does the commission do?"  I had three things to say but I wondered about our tasks. 

8. Katie: In July, I put in work at Art Beat.  I've been promoting a candidate for office who promoted the buffer zone law (Buffer for women going into abortion clinics.)
Earned Sick Time Campaign 

Keri reported that she is facilitating a rally for Raise Up MA (which is combination of Earned Sick Time for workers and Minimum Wage campaigns). 

 

On Saturday, Keri will be joined by activities to kick off the effort in Somerville for the two initiatives.  The goal is to collect signatures to put the two issues on the ballot for voters to choose.   The sick time campaign has been particularly difficult to advocate.  And it's so important for families.  it's been floundering in the legislature for 7+ years.  The kick off is in Powderhouse.  The campaign’s goal is 250K signatures.    State Sen Jehlen—the sponsor of the legislation—will be there as well as some of the City’s aldermen.   The collection of signatures lasts through Nov 20.  Volunteers are needed for collecting signatures.

 

Katie stated that these are women's issues so the hours collecting signatures ought to count for the commission hours.

 

The minimum wage effort is an additional legislation combined with the earned sick time legislation.  Polling on this issue results in high numbers of voters that support earned sick time for workers.   Questions were posed to the voters in the poll that were only negative but this on slightly reduced support e.g. What if employers couldn't hire as many people?    These numbers had a big effect on politicians.   When the campaign goes out to get signatures, volunteers will get a positive result.  The minimum wage law (if passed on the ballot) would be tied to cost of living index.  This will be much more efficient in the future.   

 

The campaign is asking folks to approach people near polling stations on the primary days.  Should be like bobbing for apples.  The campaign has figured out good dates and good locations too. 

 

Promote the Commission for Women

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for Promoting the SCW:

· Review the brochure and familiarizing with projects/programs/history of commission to help respond to friends/strangers about the commission for outreach/recruitment
· Promote the Facebook page. 

· Posts are viewed from commissioners and others to the right side of the Facebook page. (The admin controls what on the right side gets moved to the left side.) 

· Send an email with Subject "For the blog" and Sonja would post it.  It's a way to promote other events.

·  Write blogs

 

Asian Women for Health Fashion Show Sponsorship Request
SCW Commissioner Chien-Chi has sent the SCW a request to consider paying $250 for an advertisement of the SCW in the program for the upcoming fundraising event in Somerville for the Asian Women for Health non-profit agency that Chien-Chi is the founder and new executive director.  The agency will promote cancer prevention and awareness to Asian women.
 

Sonja is presenting a citation from Mayor Curtatone and speaking briefly at the fashion show/fundraiser event.  All the models are survivors of cancer.  Chien Chi asked if the SCW would like to support this organization via purchasing an ad that would go into their program.  1/2 page is $250. 
 

The commissioners discussed the possibility.  Some questions included whether there were any smaller page sizes/dollar amounts, how many people will attend, where will it be located.  It is possible to just donate a smaller amount.
The event is in Somerville on Bow Street at the Tango Society with an expected two hundred person audience.

 

One commissioner stated her concern about the possible reach for promotion of the commission and the cost value as compared to ArtBeat.    She felt that a donation would be good but 250 is too much.  Another commissioner agreed that it's a worthy cause but it's a large percentage of the money we have on an ad.  

A commissioner asked if it’s possible to promote personal donations.  However, the commission and the Office of Commissions is precluded by law in promoting a single nonprofit.  Another commissioner asked if it was then legal to give a donation from the Commissions City account.
 

The commissioners decided that the cause was very worthy but did not vote to purchase a page.

Review of all Tasks and Projects from the SCW Monthly Meeting on September 18, 2013

·  Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Candlelight Vigil:

· The chairs need to be set up.

· Check the yahoo calendar (says 5pm).  

· Check if Respond can get names for murdered victim's name starting in Oct and not January

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the DV Panel:

· To create full list from several lists

· Jenny will volunteer

· To call the non-profits and to the Muslim community and the schools (school counselors).   It's just following the script.  "We want to welcome you to the events.....Can we count on you?"

· Keri, Daisy, Michelle, Melissa all volunteer

· FYI:  Calls to nonprofits and community leaders is similar to calling for a candidate for election

· To prepare the room i.e. move the tables aside but nicely.   And we'll have to move them back.

· Melissa will volunteer

 

· Commissioners discussed whether to provide refreshments; then what to bring. 

· Alicia and Nancy volunteered

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Snow Clearance Promotion Project :

· Survey Shoveled Sidewalks after Snow Storms

· Promoting Residents to Shovel During Winter

· Daisy and Marlena volunteered   

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the 25th Anniversary Event:

· Research Project for Domestic Violence Report to the Board of Alderman’s sub-committee on public health and safety

· Somerville Women of History (PowerPoint presentation and video taping)

· Outreach, Awareness about SCW

· Elderly, mothers, youth, youth women

· Organizations Tables (half-hour)

· Fundraising

· Daisy shared fundraising suggestions

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the Girls High Risk Taskforce

· We need one to three commissioners for Taskforce. 

· Need YRBS and PowerPoint on the focus groups sent to commissioners

· Sonja

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for the SCW By-Laws

· Need to review the By-Laws

· Sonja will resend to all commissioners

· Need to have several commissioners focus on recommendations 

· Tasks and Projects that need volunteers for Promoting the SCW:

· Review the brochure and familiarizing with projects/programs/history of commission to help respond to friends/strangers about the commission for outreach/recruitment

· Promote the Facebook page. 

· Posts are viewed from commissioners and others to the right side of the Facebook page. (The admin controls what on the right side gets moved to the left side.) 

· Send an email with Subject "For the blog" and Sonja would post it.  It's a way to promote other events.

·  Write blogs

The next Commission for Women monthly meeting is 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 20th at the Cross Street Center (165 Broadway).
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