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Somerville Commission for Women 
Monthly Meeting Minutes

October 16, 2013

 

Attendees by Commissioners:  Michelle, Alicia, Rachelle, Marlena, Jenny D, Nancy, Melissa, and Katie (8 commissioners). 
Staff/Guests: Sonja Darai and Rukmini Karki.

The meeting was held at the Cross Street Center at 165 Broadway at 7:00 p.m.
Pre-Agenda Topic Discussion

1) BOA order for public health and safety committee for DV programs
· Volunteers: 

· Nancy, Michelle, Rachelle, Marlena

2) List of Past Commissioners and Additional Lists of Women

· Volunteer: 

· Jenny to ask John Long

3) Snow Clearance Project

· Volunteers:

· Marlena (and others not in my notes)
Agenda

I. Office of Somerville Commissions Monthly Report and Updates
1) Correct number of women commissioners on the report

2) Feedback on Vigil

· About 40 people attended

· (plus) tables in Union Square were great

· (minus) no visit time at the tables

· (idea) walk starts at table, go back to police

· (idea) next year speakers should may be in Union Square with the Police Academy as back up for rain

· (concern/question) we might have difficulty with hearing people even with amplified support

· (plus) this year was the first large number of Nepali people participating which is a good sign

· (plus) the mother of a murdered victim attended (Deanna) from 18 years past murder of daughter

· (idea) place this brainstorm in report

3) Updates on Report

· Asian Women for Health Event: Sonja spoke and the event was very successful in gathering people for Asian cancer awareness

· Board of Alderman order on domestic violence 
· Malden Mayor, Imam, and Malden Police Chief attending Muslim/Arab community DV Panel event
· Cataldo and Respond staff meetings to plan collaboration
· Raise Up MA campaign (100K signatures by Nov 20)
II. Muslim/Arab community DV Panel event

Volunteers to assist will be Jenny and Melissa for invitation call list; attend event Melissa, Alicia, and Nancy

III. High Risk Behavior Taskforce Proposal for SCW

Commissioners asked what are the risk factors for girls

· Sonja will send the YRBS and report from SCAP’s grad students from the focus group study

· Question: do we know if programming for girls is a needed response?

· We’ll review the focus group results and make a decision next meeting

IV. SCW 25th Anniversary Event

Event will be March 19, 2014

Goals for the event include:

· Opportunity for recruiting a wider cross section of Somerville women

· Research Project on Domestic Violence programming (based on the report being developed for the BOA meeting

· Past commissioners (Jenny)

· Somerville Women of History Project

· Outreach, Awareness about SCW

· Elderly, mothers, youth, young women

· Women’s Organization tabling for a half-hour

· Video interviews

Outreach Committee lead: Rachelle

History Committee lead: Katie

Fundraising Committee lead: Heather (?)

Next meeting of the SCW will be November 20, 2013 at the Cross Street Center at 165 Broadway at 7:00 p.m.
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