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SOMERVILLE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

REGULAR MEETING Minutes

Wednesday, May 18, 2011
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
50 Evergreen Avenue

Somerville, MA 

617-625-6600 (x2400)
Attendees

Nancy Bacci, SCW Co-Chair

Marie-Annette Bernard, Commissioner

Alicia Byrd, Commissioner

Chien-Chi Huang, Commissioner

Sonja Darai, Director, Somerville Commissions

Wyckoff Nissenbaum, Attorney
Decisions
1. The SCW endorses the MA Transgender Bill “Transgender Equal Rights” legislation H502/S764 and submits testimony to the Joint Judiciary Committee
2. Collaborate with like minded commissions such as Human Rights, Fair Housing, and Commission for People with Disabilities
Director’s Report

Please refer to the monthly director’s report from the Somerville Commissions.  The updates on specific projects are:
Policy and Action Updates

Paid Sick Days:  The coalition is working to pass the Paid Sick Days legislation sponsored by Sen. Jehlen and Rep. Kahn.  
Potential actions on this legislation that the commissioners might use:

· Calling legislators, businesses and potential allies to inform about paid sick days benefits for businesses, employees and the community

· Writing blogs and letters to the editors about information about paid sick days
Transgender Equal Rights Bill:  The Commission endorsed the “Equal Rights Bill”, authorized signing on to an inter-agency letter, testimony, and attending upcoming hearings.
Old Business, Reminders and Updates

New SCW Logo:  With a few minor modifications, the commissioners approved the new logo designed by Michelle.  Next steps: Michelle and Marie-Annett will work on text and design for new brochure.  
May 15: Save Our Homes Walk:  Katie, Michelle, Nancy and Sonja participated through walking and donations on behalf of the SCW walking team.

May 18: Cancer Awareness Gathering:  The SCW sponsored a cancer resources awareness hour preceding the monthly meeting from 7-8pm.  The program was taped for cable airing May 19 to June 15.

Quilt Projects:  Michelle will continue to gather information, discuss with agencies, and update the commission in future meetings.  Another avenue of the project is to create an artifact to celebrate the diverse women of Somerville and hang somewhere in the public.
New Business

June 15: Somerville Family Fun Day SCW Table:  The SCW will have a table at the next annual Family Fun Day at Trum Field.  The table will have face painting on one half and ceramic piggy bank design project for kids on the other.  Local banks will be recruited to participate in the promotion of saving books for kids.  

July 16: ArtBeat SCW Table:  The SCW will have a table at the next annual ArtBeat event (normally the table is located behind Au Bon Pain next to the T).

Fall:  Commissions Workshop:  The Commission approved organizing a commissions workshop in September or October as previously organized by Sonja combining like minded commissions (HRC, Commission for People with Disabilities, and Fair Housing Commission).

Commissions Collaboration: The Human Rights Commission is interested to collaborate on shared interests including financial security, intimate partner violence and sexual assault, know your rights, and recruitment.  They propose to participate on events sponsored by the SCW and invite the SCW commissioners to join HRC events and initiatives. 
Action Items

· Finalize brochure and logo (Michelle, Marie-Annett)
· Recruit Family Fun Day bank participation (Sonja)

· Organize Family Fun Day piggy bank support staff and art supplies from Recreation Department (Nancy, 6/10)

· Compile ArtBeat Table Supply List and Inventory (Sonja, 6/10)
Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

The next monthly meeting of the Somerville Commission for Women will be June 15 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue), Somerville.
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