Somerville Commission for Women

Monthly Meeting Minutes

January 18, 2012

Attended by:  Nancy Bacci (SCW Chair), Alicia Byrd (SCW Commissioner), Chien-Chi Huang (Commissioner), Heather MacIndoe (Applicant to Commissioner), and Sonja Darai (City of Somerville, Office of Somerville Commissions).

The meeting was held at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.

Director’s Report

Sonja Darai distributed the December Office of Somerville Commissions report and Latest Updates (see the attached).  The report focused on the information about grassroots community advocacy skills, organizing a possible event co-sponsored with MomsRising, and an opportunity to participate in the Paid Sick Days Campaign.
SCAP Girls Risk Behavior Taskforce
Nancy Bacci described the Collaboration with the Somerville Cares About Prevention (SCAP) Girls Risk Behavior Taskforce.  A multi-program and year-long plan that includes the Girls’ Risk Behavior Taskforce (GRBT).  The GRBT will design and conduct interviews with girls about motivations for risky behavior and possible prevention ideas.  The members of the GRBT are Patty Contente of the Trauma Response Network, Lovelee Heller of SCAP and SPF 100 youth group, Nancy Bacci of the Recreation and Youth Department and Youth Coordinator, and Sonja Darai of the Commissions and Teens Against Dating Abuse.  
The taskforce met on Jan. 12 to review the overall SCAP grant, target population, past focus group for high risk girls’ behavior in 2008, and plan the taskforce next steps.

· Next steps for the taskforce include reviewing available data, make list of gaps to learn more about and what risk behaviors to target, meet with Keri-Nicole Dillman and ICH researcher for potential support, identify groups with target populations.
City-wide Women’s Needs Assessment Survey (Heather)

The survey is about finalized and ready to print.  There is a little issue with finding a Portuguese language translation for the survey.  I have initiated the process to talk with the schools but it has hit a lull so I’ll nudge again.
· Valerie Weldon (UMass/Boston grad student) is formatting the final version of the survey.  Heather hopes to print and have a firm distribution plan by March 21. 

March Women’s History Reception (Sonja)

Somerville Commission for Women will hold its annual March Women’s History Reception on March 21 at 6‑7:15pm at the Visiting Nurse Association at 259 Lowell St, Somerville.  This annual reception is a celebration of Somerville’s women, an opportunity to recognize individual and agency efforts with the award presentations of the 2012 Woman of Excellence and 2012 Best Service Provider to Women, and an opportunity to learn more about the Somerville Commission for Women.
· Sonja will secure the venue, place event on Mayor’s calendar, prepare outreach materials and press release draft

Assigned tasks for action items and events

Girls’ High Risk Taskforce Tasks
· Sonja and Lovelee to reach out to researchers for support
· Taskforce will brainstorm gaps, risks, and target groups

City-wide Survey Tasks
· Valerie Weldon (UMass/Boston grad student) is formatting the final version of the survey.  Heather hopes to print and have a firm distribution plan by March 21.
· Val and Heather will make translations 

· Sonja will organize printing and distribution

Reception Tasks

· Sonja will secure the venue, place event on Mayor’s calendar, prepare outreach materials and press release draft

The Commission meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.  
The next gathering of the SCW will be Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.
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