Somerville Commission for Women

Monthly Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2012

Attended by:  Nancy Bacci (SCW Chair), Alicia Byrd (SCW Commissioner), Sandra Oliveira (guest), and Sonja Darai (City of Somerville, Office of Somerville Commissions).

The meeting was held at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.

Sonja Darai distributed the January Office of Somerville Commissions report and Latest Updates (see the attached).  Sonja focused on the information about grassroots community advocacy skills and an opportunity to participate in the Paid Sick Days Campaign.

SCAP Girls Risk Behavior Taskforce
Nancy Bacci described the Collaboration with the Somerville Cares About Prevention (SCAP) Girls Risk Behavior Taskforce.  A multi-program and year-long plan that includes the Girls’ Risk Behavior Taskforce (GRBT).  The GRBT will design and conduct interviews with girls about motivations for risky behavior and possible prevention ideas.  The members of the GRBT are Patty Contente of the Trauma Response Network, Lovelee Heller of SCAP and SPF 100 youth group, Nancy Bacci of the Recreation and Youth Department and Youth Coordinator, and Sonja Darai of the Commissions and Teens Against Dating Abuse.  Sonja updated the group about the recent meeting with Keri-Nicole Dillman (PhD, Researcher) and Lovelee Heller (Taskforce Coordinator, SCAP).  Keri-Nicole will advise and guide the Taskforce specifically on the design on the evaluation, strategies for conducting the interviews, guidance on additional research publications, and guidance for analysis of results.
· Keri-Nicole to send list of research publications for Sonja and Lovelee to review

· Lovelee to prepare first draft of MOU for Keri-Nicole
City-wide Women’s Needs Assessment Survey (Heather)

The survey is about finalized and ready to print.  There is a little issue with finding a Portuguese language translation for the survey.  I have initiated the process to talk with the schools but it’s hit a lull so I’ll nudge again.
The UMass/Boston grad student, Valerie Weldon, is formatting the final version of the survey.  Heather hopes to print and have a firm distribution plan by March 21. 
· Sonja arrange for Public Schools back-pack distribution

· Sonja assist to location Portuguese language translator for survey

· Later SCW Discussion: plan release event in Spring at upcoming SCW meeting

March Women’s History Reception (Sonja)

Somerville Commission for Women will hold its annual March Women’s History Reception on March 21 at 6‑7:15pm at the Visiting Nurse Association at 259 Lowell St, Somerville.  This annual reception is a celebration of Somerville’s women, an opportunity to recognize individual and agency efforts with the award presentations of the 2012 Woman of Excellence and 2012 Best Service Provider to Women, and an opportunity to learn more about the Somerville Commission for Women.
The Commission selected CASPAR as the 2012 Best Service Provider to Women and Regina Bertholdo as the 2012 Woman of Excellence.  

· Nancy to outreach to Majorie Daniels (DA’s Office)

· Nancy to outreach for flower donation
· Sonja to distribute event planning “matrix”

Intimate Partner Violence and Sexual Assault FY12 Plans

Leadership

· Reconvene Anti-violence Taskforce (April)
· Tracking violence incidents along with ResiStat and the SPD (on-going)

· Proposed action group for Teens Against Dating Abuse (Spring)
Trainings

· Training to Fire Department by Nancy Bacci and Sonja Darai to all firefighters on domestic violence services.
· Healthy relationships panel by the LGBT Liaison and Tufts’ Team Q with the Somerville High School’s Gay/Straight Alliance (March)

· Training to senior staff and department heads for new employee DV policy for the City of Somerville (Spring)

Awareness 
· PSA video taping (started Oct 2011)
· 8x8 inch squares, lamination, and promotion (started Oct 2011)
· Clothesline Project Photo Inventory (completed Fall 2011)
Resources
· Revised anti-violence service agencies’ directory (February)
New Business

Domestic Violence Vigil plans for October 2012.  The commission discussed creating a large banner for the front of the candlelight vigil walk through Union Square.  Also, discussed was to hold a youth poster contest (best anti-violence icon/symbol) with the winner receiving $50.  All appropriate posters to be used during the vigil.
Assigned tasks for action items and events

Reception Tasks

· Nancy to outreach to Majorie Daniels (DA’s Office)

· Nancy to outreach for flower donation
· Sonja to distribute event planning “matrix”
City-wide Survey Tasks
· Heather and Val to finalize survey, translate 

· Sonja arrange for Public Schools back-pack distribution

· Sonja assist to location Portuguese language translator for survey

· Later SCW Discussion: plan release event in Spring at upcoming SCW meeting

Girls’ High Risk Taskforce Tasks
· Keri-Nicole to send list of research publications for Sonja and Lovelee to review

· Lovelee to prepare first draft of MOU for Keri-Nicole
The Commission meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.  Please note that the next regular meeting of the commission will be held at the VNA for the annual women’s history reception event from 6:00pm to 7:15pm.
The next gathering of the SCW will be Wednesday, March 21, 2012 at the Visiting Nurses Association, 2nd Floor Community Room at 259 Lowell St., Somerville MA 02144 for the annual Women’s History Month Celebration Reception.  Refreshments will be available starting from 6pm with speakers starting at 6:30pm.  Normally, this event closes at 7:15pm to 7:30pm.

