Somerville Commission for Women

Monthly Meeting Minutes

December 21, 2011

Attended by:  Nancy Bacci (SCW Chair), Michelle Albert (Commissioner), Chien-Chi Huang (Commissioner), Heather MacIndoe (Applicant to Commission), and Sonja Darai (City of Somerville, Office of Somerville Commissions).

The meeting was held at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.

Director’s Report (Sonja)
Sonja Darai distributed the November Office of Somerville Commissions report and Latest Updates (see the attached).  

City-wide Women’s Needs Assessment Survey (Heather)

The commission discussed the 2005 survey and made change recommendations to Heather and Val for the new survey.
The UMass/Boston grad student, Valerie Weldon, will update for review the new version of the survey.  Heather hopes to print and have a firm distribution plan by March 21. 
· Sonja will arrange for Public Schools back-pack distribution

· Later SCW Discussion: plan release event in Spring at upcoming SCW meeting

March Women’s History Reception (Sonja)

Somerville Commission for Women will hold its 8th annual March Women’s History Reception. 

· Plan for March 21 at 6‑7:15pm at the Visiting Nurse Association at 259 Lowell St, Somerville.  
· Brainstorm recipients for award presentations of the 2012 Woman of Excellence and 2012 Best Service Provider to Women, and an opportunity to learn more about the Somerville Commission for Women.
· Assign Tasks:

· Food: Michelle (Cookies, Veggie Apps), Nancy (Juice, cups), Heather (brownies), Chien-Chi (solicitations)

· Awards: Sonja (“Made by Me” in Cambridge)

· Keynote: brainstorm and search

· Paper Good: Sonja will inventory stock at Annex

· Recruitment: Chien-Chi will support Sonja with recruitment follow-up

· Name Tags/Sign-in: Michelle

· Press/Outreach: Sonja

· Mayor Request: Sonja

· Flowers: Nancy will ask Bostonian Flowers
Commissioners Discussion

Commissioners discussed a possible co-sponsored event with MomsRising (an online engagement group for mothers).  The commissioners also talked about a message from School Committee member Christine Rafal.  The Commission approved a cell phone drive.  Commission also assigned Michelle Albert to assist with data from the City on sexual assault and domestic violence.  The Commission also talked about collaborating with the Fire Department’s Chief on several initiatives including training firefighters and increasing women to take the civil service exam.
Assigned tasks for action items and events

City-wide Survey Tasks
· Heather and Val to finalize survey, translate 

· Sonja arrange for Public Schools back-pack distribution

· Sonja assist to location Portuguese language translator for survey

· Later SCW Discussion: plan release event in Spring at upcoming SCW meeting

Reception Tasks

· Sonja will secure the venue, Mayor’s request, inventory papergoods, and outreach

· Group will brainstorm potential awardees and keynote speaker

· Chien-Chi and Nancy will solicit community donations for event

· Event tasks have been assigned (see above)

Data Collection
· Michelle and Sonja will follow assaults in the public, track incidents, and request data from the city.
The Commission meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.  
The next gathering of the SCW will be Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at the City Hall Annex (50 Evergreen Avenue) from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.
