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Draft Minutes

March 1, 2007 Meeting – 6:30 PM

Third Floor Conference Room, City Hall

Present:  Andrea, Mary, Donna, Danny, Beth, Mary Louise, Jack and Dana.

The meeting began at 6:30 PM.
1. Reading and Approval of February 1 meeting minutes:  After a brief discussion, on a motion by Jack, seconded by Donna, the Trust:

VOTED (7-0):  To approve the February 1 meeting minutes.

2. 2007 Program Grants NOFA Discussion ($48,000 available based on December financials):  The discussion of the NOFA centered around the goal of avoiding overlap of services in the City in general and by the agencies funded through this grant in particular.  While the Trustees acknowledged that the Trust receives similar applications from the agencies, the need for these services is still not being satisfied, due to the overwhelming need.  All of the agencies are stretched to their limits and most of them serve different populations due to cultural or location reasons.  It was also noted that while it would be nice to have agencies agree to each offer only one service and refer clients accordingly, it is not in the client’s best interest to be bounced around to multiple agencies.  While the applications the Trust receives are not innovative approaches, they are necessary services.  Several agencies have come to count on Trust funds to make their programs work.

Andrea suggested perhaps including language to the effect of “priority will be given to agencies/programs that demonstrate innovation in the approach” to address the issue.

A motion was made by Mary Louise to accept the NOFA as drafted.  A friendly amendment to include the language proposed by Andrea was made by Jack, and was accepted by Mary Louise.  The motion was seconded by Andrea, and the Trust:

VOTED (6-0, Danny left early):  to accept the NOFA as drafted, with the inclusion of language regarding priority for innovation.

3. Unfinished Business:  

· The Trust discussed inviting Peter Lenrow from the SMHA to attend a meeting in July to speak about their ability to locate permanent funding for the position for which the Trust provided emergency funds.

· The Tenancy Stabilization program is moving forward.  It was noted that this program should help the Trust and agencies to determine what needs are not being met, as it will require greater client tracking than in the past.  They also discussed the potential to share the client tracking system among agencies.

4. New Business

· CAAS now has a website, caasomerville.org.  Jack asked everyone to look at it and comment.

· The Somerville Continuum of Care received $1.4 million for Homelessness Assistance programs from HUD.

· The Homeless Census #s are final and are similar to last year.

· The Trustees would like a progress report on the Closing Cost Assistance program and will discuss at the next meeting whether to renew funding for it this year.

· The Trustees discussed the Community Preservation Act and its potential in Somerville.

· Mary Louise noted that the CHAPA Resident Controlled Housing Training Session will be held on Saturday, April 28th and will focus on curbing youth violence.

5. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Next meeting to take place April 5, 2007 at 6:30 in the City Hall Third Floor Conference Room.

