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Minutes

September 28, 2006 Meeting – 12:00 Noon

First Floor Conference Room, City Hall Annex

Present:  Stacey Pires, Mary Lu Mendonca, Aru Manrique, John Zhang, Eleanor Rances, Dana LeWinter, Eileen Feldman, Emily Cohen, Ally Kleyman

The meeting began at 12:05 PM.

Attendants introduced themselves first.  Emily and Ally are Masters students in the Tufts Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning Department.
1. Reading and Approval of August 24 Meeting Minutes:  After a short discussion, on a motion by Aru, seconded by Mary Lu, the Commission:
VOTED (5-0):  to approve the August 24 Meeting Minutes.

Eleanor followed up on the minutes by reporting that Cindy Hickey will not be able to get involved in SHA tenant meetings, but will put any elders with housing problems in contact with the FHC.

Aru reported that the 311 Welcome Packet is close to completion.

2. Lead Demonstration Project Sub-Grant Award Announcement and Planning:  Dana reported the Lead Grant Awards.  The FHC will tentatively receive $10,000 over three years for the next three years to do outreach and education around the issue of discrimination against families with children.  Dana expects to have more materials to bring to the next meeting and will also invite Jacqueline Jackson, Lead Program Manager, to the meeting.
The Commissioners brainstormed ideas for the funds including:

· Creating a brochure of laws to send to realtors to distribute

· Coordinating with the First-Time Homebuyers Education courses to do outreach

· Conducting sessions in the schools around discrimination including purchasing reading materials

· Conducting direct outreach sessions with parents perhaps through PTA or other youth related organizations

· Translating all materials into various languages

3. Tenant/Landlord Calls Update:  The Commissioners reviewed the spreadsheet of calls.  Mary Lu asked whether many landlords have been calling.  Dana reported that calls increased as a result of the Tips for Renters press release put out in early September.  Several of the calls were from landlords requesting info packets.
Dana reported that a family came to the office on Tuesday September 26th to report a discrimination case and explained the details of that case.  Mary Lu and Dana will meet with the complainant and a representative from the Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston to conduct a formal intake and complaint procedure on Tuesday October 3rd.

The Commissioners noted that they would like to focus on Clarendon Hill for outreach within the SHA and Eleanor suggested contacting Blanca, Joe Macaluso’s secretary to see about getting on the agenda for the next tenant’s meeting.

4. Unfinished Business:  

i. Ciampa Manor update:  Mary Lu reported that she and Dana met with Kevin Bumpus and Mike Flaherty of the SHA on September 25th.  They looked at the newly installed doors which seemed to operate well.  Kevin noted that the SHA had an ADA compliance architect review the installation as well.  The back door appeared fixed but Ann Fisher, the tenant, noted she was still having trouble with the lock.  Dana called Mike Flaherty to suggest they have their locksmith coordinate a time to look at the lock with Ann.  Dana to follow up with mike re: this.
Kevin noted that in the future Joe Macaluso is the designated Reasonable Accommodation contact but to CC Kevin on any issues as well.

ii. By-Laws:  After a brief review, on a motion by Mary Lu, seconded by Aru, the Commission:
VOTED (5-0):  to approve the By-laws as suggested by Anne Thomas, with language inserted into Article IX referring to the Fair Housing Commission’s “Complaint Procedure” document.

5. New Business:  

The visitors described their interest in the meeting and their background.  Emily and Ally attended to fulfill requirements for a core course in the Tufts UEP program.

6. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM.  The next meeting of the FHC will be held October 26, 2006 at Noon at City Hall Annex First Floor Conference Room.

