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Minutes

March 14, 2006 Meeting – 12:00 Noon

First Floor Conference Room, City Hall Annex

Present:  Aru Manrique, Mary Lu Mendonca, Stacey Pires, Eleanor Rances, John Zhang, Dana LeWinter

The meeting began at 12:05 PM.  

1. Reading and Approval of February 23 Meeting Minutes:  On a motion by Aru, seconded by Eleanor, the Commission:

VOTED (5-0):  to approve the minutes from the February 23 meeting.

2. Nomination of Chairperson:  The Commission agreed to elect a chairperson and rotate the position among commissioners every six (6) months, at the March and September meetings.  Aru nominated Mary Lu for the chairperson position for this term and she accepted the nomination.  The Commission:

VOTED (5-0): to elect Mary Lu Mendonca as the Chairperson of the Fair Housing Commission for the tem of March-September 2006.

Mary Lu asked that Dana look into whether the Commission has by-laws on file with the City Clerk.

3. Review of Call Log:  The commissioners discussed whether when a landlord appears several times, if the Commission should investigate.  If so, does the Commission need to inform the landlord of who reported them?  This is something the Commission plan to ask at the Fair Housing training in April.  It was suggested that instead, Dana could send a generic letter and an information packet about tenant/landlord rights and responsibilities to landlords who are reported on.  Stacey will send a “Landlord’s Helper” to Dana for revisions.  John will also distribute copies to real estate agents and realtors in the area for distribution to landlords they work with.

4. Fair Housing Month Updates:  Dana distributed a copy of the proclamation and updated Commissioners on process.  Mary Lu will attend the BOA meeting on March 23rd as a representative of the Commission.  Dana will get more information on what is expected of her at the meeting.

Dana also updated the Commission on the Fair Housing Training to be held on April 20th, from 9-noon at the Aldermanic Chambers.  The Commissioners brainstormed organizations that should receive invitations.  

Aru passed around a draft of the press release and took comments from the Commission.  He will make the proposed changes and submit the press release to the Communications office for approval and distribution.

5. Fair Housing Month Planning:  Outreach to Faith Organizations:  Dana to send copy of draft letter to clergy to Eleanor for approval.  Will then send letter to Somerville religious organizations with information about the FHC.
Op-ed:  Dana to see if sample op-ed is on Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston website.  One week prior to training, Mary Lu will submit the op-ed piece to the papers and will mention the training as well.

Landlord outreach:  John to conduct outreach to landlords via realtors.  

6.  Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 12:50 PM.  The April meeting is cancelled due to the Fair Housing Training.  The next meeting of the Commission will be held on May 25th at Noon at City Hall Annex First Floor Conference Room.

