
Traffic Commission Minutes  
Special Meeting 
March 27, 2013 

 
Attendance:  James Polito, Thomas Graney, Stan Koty 
Staff:  Laura Accaputo, Suzanne Rinfret, Terence Smith 
Other:  Lauren Clayton, Kevin Maguire (Director of Public and Environmental Safety, Tufts 
University), Deputy Chief Mark Keith (Tufts University Police Dept) 

 
Meeting was held at the Tufts Administrative Building, 167 Holland St, 2nd Floor 
 
Meeting was called to order @ 4:45pm 
 
Item #1 – Request to alter the intersection of Powderhouse Blvd @ Packard Ave: 

• From a two (2) way stop control on Packard Ave to a four (4) way stop control in all 
directions. 

Smith stated that currently Packard Ave has stop signs and Powderhouse Blvd is free flowing 
traffic.  The intersection is a major street/minor street intersection.  As a result of an accident at 
this location in Nov 2012, a request was made for the accident history at this intersection.  It was 
discovered that there were 5 accidents in a 12 month period which per the Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) guidelines allowed for a safety review of the intersection.  
VHB a professional transportation engineering firm reviewed and analyzed data and put forth an 
interim recommendation for upgraded traffic control devices to a 4 way stop.  T&P agrees and 
recommends a 4 way stop for this intersection.  Koty asked if the intersection would also have 
blinking red lights in all directions; Smith replied yes.  Koty asked if this is interim until all 
reports are finalized; Smith replied yes, there will be a review in 4-6 months to see if any 
improvements are required.  Polito stated the SPD will have vigorous enforcement for one month 
to get motorists used to the new routine.  Lauren Clayton asked if safety remained flat would the 
intersection go back to a 2 way stop.  Smith replied no; due to the accident history the 
intersection will remain a 4 way stop with the possibility for more intensive traffic control 
devices.  Polito asked if signs could be installed in advance warning of the 4 way stop ahead; 
Smith replied that 2 warning signs (1 in each direction) will be installed.  Kevin Maguire of Tufts 
stated that they will look into leasing variable message signs to alert drivers to the traffic pattern 
changes.  Motion to Approve 4 way stop in all directions was made by Polito, 2nd Graney, 
unanimous.  Koty asked how soon this can be put into effect; Smith replied it will have to wait 
until the legal advertising requirements are met (approx. 3 weeks).  A motion to suspend the 
rules per Article III Section 3-6 “Authority to make experimental or temporary rules” and 
implement immediate installation of signs and enforcement prior to meeting the advertising 
requirement was made by Polito, 2nd Koty, unanimous.  
 
Meeting adjourned @ 5:25pm 
 
 


