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Minutes

May 10, 2012 Meeting – 6:15 PM

Conference Room, Third Floor, City Hall 

93 Highland Avenue Somerville MA 02143


Trustees Present:  Mary, Donna, Danny, Beth, Eleanor, and Andrea



  Absent:   Tony, Dana, Kim

The meeting began at 6:15 PM. 

1. Reading of the April 12, 2012 Minutes.  

With a motion from Andrea, and a second from Danny, the Trust VOTED 6-0 to approve the April Minutes.

2. New Business 

· Financial Discussion

The Trustees reviewed the March Bank Statement Report.

With a motion from Danny, and a second from Mary, the Trust VOTED 6-0 to approve the financial reports for March.

· FY 2013 NOFA Discussion
The Trustees first considered the time extension request by Cambridge Neighborhood Apartment Housing Services. The Trustees felt an extension should not be granted in order to maintain fairness and equity in the process. The Trustees also noted this was a difficult year to make decisions with less funding available. Finally, a trustee noted there is money coming out of the AG’s office that can help them.

With a motion from Andrea, and a second from Beth, and an abstention from Danny, the Trust VOTED 5-0 to not allow Cambridge Neighborhood Apartment Housing Services an extension of time for their application.

Discussion of programs – Danny was present for all discussions on programs, except for SCC’s program. Danny had to leave the meeting after the discussion on all of the programs, and was not present for the rest of the voting.

Top Tier:

Community Action Agency of Somerville (CAAS) – Only behind in invoicing for 1 quarter. They get evictions list each week from court. Also noted GBLS is now doing eviction prevention as well. Noted it was sloppy in places on dates (looks like some things not changed from submission previous year).

Somerville Community Corporation (SCC) –  Handles a lot of landlord tenant mediation calls. Only program approved by the court.

Somerville Homeless Coalition (SHC) – Their proposal was for more than half of this year’s budget amount. Noted the Director of Housing gets a high salary. Questioned if we are becoming a line item in their budget.

Lower Tier:

Heading Home (HH) – small population served, typically can’t refer. Trustees thought about trimming programs that do not serve as many people. Preference for Somerville organizations? Discussion whether administratively small grants are worth it – argument made that even small amounts help organizations.

Respond – Seemed to be more of a general operating/support. Some felt with it being a tough financial time, domestic strains are inevitable and services are needed.

Wayside – Small, unique population. Not a lot of programs for homeless youth. The homelessness component is well-liked.

(GBLS) – Leverages americorps attorney. They asked for less money this year and it was noted to be a good program.

      Not Funding:

     Just a Start (JAS) – Sustainability section problematic – only submission to state that if they do not 

     get funding, they will not continue to try to serve Somerville residents. Duplicative services with 

    SCC’s program. Not a Somerville organization. Tight funding this year.

     Haitian Coalition (HC) – New proposal. The Trustees did not feel compelled by service through 

     ESL classes. They are asking for a lot of money for not a lot of impact on stabilizing housing. Not

     A lot of capacity for them now as an agency to do housing.

    Massachusetts Alliance of Portuguese Speakers (MAPS) – Not Somerville based. Services sound

     Indirect. Selection of MAPS for referrals more culturally based.

 With a motion from Donna, and a second from Eleanor, the Trust VOTED 5-0 to fund the following programs in the following amounts for FY 2013: 

CAAS - $10,000; 

SCC - $13,150; 

HH - $5000; 

SHC - $10,000; 

Respond - $5000; 

Wayside - $8000; 

GBLS – 3850 

for a total of $55,000.

· Tenancy Stabilization Program– $20,334.15 was left over on SCC’s contract at the time of the contract termination and the Trustees wanted to keep this money in the Trust (leave it allocated to rental assistance in our account) and not add the money left over to the new contract with the Somerville Homeless Coalition.

On a motion from Donna and a second from Eleanor, the Trust VOTED 5-0 to adjourn at 7:40 pm.

