[image: image1.png]


Somerville Human Rights Commission

Monthly Meeting Minutes
February 16, 2012
The monthly public meeting of the Human Rights Commission was scheduled at 6:30pm at SCALE in the TAB at 167 Holland Street.
1) Director’s Report on Cases and Incidents

The director distributed the handout of the monthly Office of Somerville Commissions report.  The group asked questions for clarification.

2)  Immigrant Police Dialogue Session Updates

The group discussed the monthly meeting of the immigrant community with the police department on 2/13 with Chief Tom Pasquarello and community leaders.  The group discussed that very few immigrants actually attend and there are few incidents raised.  Any issues raised are strongly urged to ask all advocates to learn the appropriate complaint process, refer community residents to file complaints, and support the police to have records of concerns.  This allows for standardized response and not allegories from non-immigrants.

3) Update on HRC Recruitment and Promotion

The group discussed Sonja’s new proposed “Know Your Rights” and “Ordinance Education Advisory Group” that is in development.  Sonja also has a Northeastern grad student that has been interested to support videos for the website, online interaction by commissioners and volunteers, and promoting recruitment strategies.

4) Ongoing and Old Business

· Snow Removal Program: There has been little to no snow.  However, the Office of Somerville Commissions along with Green Streets has promoted a Sidewalk Shoveling Campaign, bookmarks are distributed the day of projected snowfall, City announcements of parking and plowing have standardized shoveling messages for voice and email, and additional ideas are promoted.

· MLK Jr Day Celebration Event (1/16/12):  The event was held successfully at the Somerville Theater organized by an inter-agency collaborative committee.  The Governor’s Chief of Staff was the keynote speaker, JG of the Megatoons was great, and four youth received awards for their wonderful essays.
5) New Business

· The Mayor and the Office of Somerville Commissions plans the Multicultural Affairs Commission re-launch with a community event and report release.
6) Next HRC Meeting 
The next monthly public meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be at 6:30pm on Monday, March 12, at SCALE in the TAB at 167 Holland Street.  
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