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Somerville Human Rights Commission

Monthly Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2012

The monthly public meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be at 6:30pm at SCALE in the TAB at 167 Holland Street (basement level, room #103)

Attendance

Commissioners John Robinson and Barry Rafkind.  Residents of Somerville Anne Ryan, Tom Gilbert, Eileen Feldman, and Julie Katz.  City of Somerville Sonja Darai (Director, Office of Somerville Commissions).

1) Director’s Report on Cases and Incidents

· Handout is the monthly Office of Somerville Commissions report

2) Immigrant Police Dialogue Session Updates

· Meeting on 4/9 with Chief Tom Pasquarello and community leaders

The commission discussed the immigrant/police meeting which included a need for “know your rights” material and workshops to counter MS13 copycat bullying with newly arrived immigrants. 

3)  New Business

· Health Department Op-Ed response regarding the Armory facility for recent US Surgeon General event.

The final topic on the agenda was the discussion around the Armory accessibility issue. Barry Rafkind distributed a ten-page handout with ten pages.  

Barry Rafkind asked Office of Somerville Commissions Sonja Darai if the Health Department Director Paulette Renault-Caragianes stood by her letter and I said she did.  The commissioner asked what happened after the City was notified by the State about the issue at the Armory.  Sonja Darai responded that when the event issue came up the City asked the Architectural Board and they said there was a variance and that the building useable.  

Barry Rafkind asked Eileen Feldman to make a statement.  Ms. Feldman said that she had been publicly insulted in front of neighbors, friends, and family.  The discussion continued with commissioners adding comments and asking questions. 
Commissioner John Robinson requested that the Health Department Director Paulette Renault-Caragianes attend the next Human Rights Commission meeting to discuss her letter in the Journal.  The proposed dates are 5/7 or 5/21.  These dates need to be checked with the Council of Aging at 6:30pm for either of those dates.

The Human Rights Commission is supported by the City

of Somerville’s Health Department through the:

Office of Somerville Commissions
· Somerville Commission for Women 

· Human Rights Commission 

· Multicultural Community Outreach and Issues 

· LGBT Community Outreach and Issues 
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