Somerville Human Rights Commission
Monthly Meeting Notes
April 16, 2009

Commissioners in Attendance (quorum was achieved with 3 out of 5 commissioners present)
Barry Rafkind, Co-chair

Cesar Urrunaga

John Robinson

Commissioners with Excused Absences
Ify Mora, Co-chair
Ashraf Hegazy

Other Attendees

Paulette Renault-Caragianes, Director of Somerville's Health Department

Sonja Darai, Acting Director of Commissions (in the health dept)

Susan Ostrander, Tufts Professor of Sociology and commissioner on the Cambridge HRC
Ellen M. Frith, commissioner on the Somerville Disabilities Commission

Director's Update

¢ Sonja has received several resumes from applicants who want to become eligible human
rights investigators for the HRC. She will be snail-mailing them to the HRC
commissioners (soon) after confirming our mailing addresses by email.

e see Sonja's report for more details on the director's update including efforts for the
Snow Removal Committee

Police Surveillance Cameras

o Paulette and Sonja offered to invite Police Chief Holloway and the city solicitor to a
subsequent HRC meeting if we would like to ask questions. Barry said he would check
with Ify about this suggestion.

e Barry related his experiences from the recent public hearing on the cameras, hosted by
the BOA's Committee on Public Health and Safety and some of the issues that came up,
including concerns about the cameras' infringement upon privacy rights, their dubious
effectiveness at helping solving or deterring crime, their cost to the city, who would be
looking at the video, and public unease over constant surveillance by the police

e Barry asked Susan (an HRC commissioner in Cambridge) how this issue was handled
there. Susan said it was her understanding that Cambridge ordered the surveillance
cameras be turned off because of concerns from city councilors about the procedures of
how they were operated. However, the cameras remain installed there. She said she
would try to find out more information about the Cambridge discussions on this matter.



Immigrant-Police Dialogs

e the IPD meeting was rescheduled this month to April 17th

e a big topic of discussion now is the investigation into the alleged police brutality by an
SPD officer against a group of Somerville youth suspected of being gang members

e Ellen mentioned a complaint she heard from two male teenagers alleging harsh
treatment by an SPD officer while walking on a sidewalk. Cesar offered to follow-up with
the girls.

Immigrant Support Network

e Cesar met with another ISN member, Coryn, on Wed, 4/15 to discuss the ISN's project to
compile resources and contact info that would be useful to people who are detained by
ICE. They are also trying to put together information about what to expect in detention
in terms of process, conditions, and detainee rights.

HRC Website Improvements

¢ Sonja said she has had trouble getting service from the city's website manager to make
updates on commission webpages. She would be meeting with him on April 17th

e Barry mentioned that the HRC webpages need to have much more information on them
including names of commissioners, accurate contact information, more translations of
material, meeting notes, and we need to get our meetings listed on the city's online
events calendar

Advisory Council Discussion
e we ran out of time, so this item was deferred to the next meeting
Miscellaneous

e Susan, Sonja, and Ellen expressed their interested in joining the Google group for the
Immigrant Police Dialogs (Barry will add them)

¢ John wanted to join the Google group for the Immigrant Support Network (Barry will
add him)



Next HRC Meeting :

Public meeting of the Somerville Human Rights Commission

May 21, 2009

6:30pm-8:30pm

2nd Floor social hall, Tufts Administration Bldg, 167 Holland St., Somerville

Agenda:

e Introductions (10 min)

e Director's Report (15 min)

e Conversation with MCAD Commissioner Sunila Thomas-George (60 min)
e Police Surveillance Cameras (15 min)

e Immigrant-Police Dialogs (15 min)

e Scheduling the Annual HRC Retreat (5 min)



