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July 29, 2009

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES ON HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND LAND USE

The Committees on Housing and Community Development and Land Use met in Joint Session on July 29,
2009, with Chairmen Rebekah Gewirtz and Sean O’Donovan presiding and Committee Members Aldermen
Maryann Heuston, William Roche, Dennis Sullivan and William White also present and voting. Also
present were Monica Lamboy and Lee Auspitz from SPCD, Stephen Mackey from the Chamber of
Commerce and Wig Zamore.

Ms. Lamboy discussed a city-wide comprehensive plan outlining the future of the city with respect to
future transit locations, open space, economic trends and people to jobs ratio. Ms. Lamboy also discussed
SPCD’s fact finding and trends report and told the members that community meetings would be held and a
survey would be sent out to solicit feedback from residents. Any immediate concerns arising between now
and the implementation of a comprehensive plan would be dealt with on a case by case basis.

Alderman White expressed concern about neighbors who might be impacted by 40-A legislation and
Chairman Gewirtz stated her desire to have the Somerville Community Corporation involved in the
affordable housing aspects of the plan. Alderman Heuston said that she was concerned about preserving
the neighborhoods and creating jobs. Mr. Zamore suggested that a sub-committee be established for the
comprehensive plan and that representatives from communities having such a plan be invited to offer their
assistance.

No Papers were acted on.
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