
City of Somerville 
Board of Health Meeting 

March 20, 2008 
 
Present:    Dr. Brian Green, Board Chairperson 
                  Babette Mello, Board Member 
                  Paula Machado, Board Member 
                  Noreen Burke, Health Director 
                  Kathy Henkle, Board Secretary 
                  Maria Grasso, Maryom Hair Design Owner 
                  Teodore Grasso, Contractor for Body Art Establishment                 
                  Rebecca Riccio, Strategic Planner 
 
Meeting Call to Order: 
Dr. Green. made a motion to call the meeting to order at 5:08 pm.  Ms. Machado 
seconded it. 
Accept Minutes: 
Dr Green made a motion to accept the January minutes.  Ms. Mello seconded it. 
Ms. Mello made a motion to accept the February minutes. Ms. Machado seconded it. 
Accept Directors Report:  
There was no motion made to accept the Director’s January and February Reports. 
Introductions:   Maureen Monagle the new Public Health Nurse and 
Patty Contente, the newly hired Clinical Youth Specialist were introduced 
to the board members. 
Body Art Establishment and Practitioner License Request Hearing: 
Maria Grasso, owner of Maryom Hair Design, came to the board seeking permission to 
have her body art establishment and practitioner license approved.  She is seeking to have 
an establishment built right next door to her beauty salon located at 2 Main Street, which 
will specialize in permanent make up only.  Ms. Grasso received training in Miami, 
Florida; completed CPR, First Aid, and Pathogen Training, Her establishment will have 
an autoclave machine for sterilization.  She also performs allergy test on clients first 
before proceeding with permanent make-up and has a contract with Medical Waste 
Disposal for syringe pick-ups. Ms. Grasso’s application is complete and in compliance 
with Section 1200 and 1300 of the Somerville Body Art Regulations.  The establishment 
will have a separate entrance for its clients to enter. However, inside at back of beauty 
salon is a common door where she will enter only between the two businesses. One 
concern that board members have is the location of the bathroom, which is close to the 
autoclave/storage area.  Dr. Green made the recommendation to have the bathroom closer 
to the clients.  Mr. Teodore Grasso, who is also the contractor, would make sure that the 
bathroom was remodeled and would be move according to the board’s recommendation.  
Dr. Green made a motion to have a vote to accept the application for the body art 
establishment and the practitioners’ licenses. Ms. Mello seconded the motion. The Board 
members voted unanimously to approve Ms. Grassos' application for Body Art 
Establishment and Practitioner license. Vote - Yes (3) No (0)  @ 5:50 pm  
 
Updates on Emerging Public Health Issues: 
Private Wells – A first draft of the private wells regulations developed by the Law 
Department were given out to the board members for review.   These regulations will 
pertain to new and existing wells in the city.  A working group meeting will be scheduled 



in April to go over these regulations for any changes, comments, concerns, and then they 
will be brought back to the board for another review. 
Needle Kiosk – With Dr. Green's leadership, he was able to work with the Cambridge 
Health Alliance (CHA) to have the needle kiosk placed at 26 Central Street.  This 
location seems to be an optimal location.  There is security present when the building is 
open.  The state has extended the pilot program through June 30, 2010.  Sustaining the 
kiosk post the end of the pilot program will be worked on in conjunction with MDPH.  
Ms. Burke is working with the state now to get the needle kiosk delivered to the site.  
Other:  Ms. Burke received an anonymous email stating they witnessed the owner of 
Central Variety selling cigarettes to minors.  Ms. Burke has passed this email to Cesar 
Pungirum for him to conduct an investigation on this on-going problem. 
Directors Report  
Strategic Planning – Rebecca Riccio, who is the Health Department’s Strategic Planning 
Consultant, gave an overview of where the Health Department is heading.  During last 
year’s fiscal cycle, 3 commissions were reorged to the Health Dept, Human Rights, 
Multicultural and GLBT liaison.  Currently all 3 directors positions are vacant. The 
Mayor wishes to implement a staged restoration of Human Service programs that were 
lost due to budget cuts in prior years.  He would like to implement moving the Health 
Department in the direction of a Health and Human Services Department.  Two important 
items for the commissions is to create a team for all 3 commissions and a team leader 
who would coordinate the activities of all commissions and oversea all staff members 
associated to the commissions.  Ms. Riccio gave out her business cards to the board 
members and if they have any further questions or concerns, they can contact her. 
Other – Ms. Burke gave an article to the board members on regionalization.  There is a 
big movement in Massachusetts to move towards a regionalization approach to public 
health.  There is a working group called the Coalition for Local Public Health.  They will 
be looking at regional structure that would enhance Massachusetts’s public health 
services.  
Emergency Preparedness – The health directors from Somerville, Chelsea, and Everett 
each get an emergency preparedness allocation and they agreed to pool their funds to 
create a 3-City Emergency Preparedness Coordinator.  This person would be housed at 
the City of Somerville’s Health Department.  Ms. Burke was given the approval and 
support of the Board of Health to move forward with a 3-City Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator.  She hopes to have this done by September 2008. 
Announcements – Somerville Cares about Prevention (SCAP) are having their 5th 
Annual Community Addictions Speak Out on Channel 3 SCAT TV on March 26, 2008 
from 7-8pm. 
 
The next Board of Health meeting will be April 15, 2008 at 5:00pm 
 
Ms. Mello made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55pm. Ms. Machado seconded it. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Kathy Henkle 
April 8, 2008 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


