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0BDESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

1BRECOMMENDATIONS and MINUTES 
 
The City of Somerville Design Review Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, January 8, 2014, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the East Somerville Community School, Cafeteria, 50 Cross St. Somerville, MA 02145.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review and make UrecommendationsU on the following proposals:  
 
ASQ Block 5A 
Description: The development team presented the design for Assembly Square Block 5A. The block faces 
Assembly Row. The building presented is a mixed use building with first floor retail, a 125 key hotel on levels two 
through four, and 104 dwelling units in the tower element. There is 1 level of parking below grade. The building has 
three components separated by height and material. There is a two story section at the east end with storefront glass 
and metal panel – the program in this portion of the building is most likely a restaurant. There’s a small middle 
section that is four stories with storefront and white brick above. The largest façade of the building is 13 stories with 
storefront, metal panel, brick, and a two story, primarily glass, top. The development team approached the design as 
a cohesive building whereas most joint hotel and residential developments clearly delineate between the programs 
on the outside of the building.  
 
The DRC made the following recommendations on the design.  

 The DRC appreciate the porosity/lightness as the building gets taller. 
 There is precedent for the step down corners in Assembly Square but the 4-story and 2-story step downs are 

more of a barnacle than a cohesive design. There needs to be more acknowledgement of these pieces 
building part of the development.  

 The materials chosen make this development look like it has already been built. The development team 
noted that this is the last building proposed that will be using the same materials as the other Assembly 
Row projects.  

 The two story element should be incorporated into the base of the building and should be given more 
weight.  
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 The Applicant will incorporate the design suggestions and review changes with Planning Staff prior to proceeding 
to the Planning Board.   
  


