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0BDESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

1BRECOMMENDATIONS and MINUTES 
 
The City of Somerville Design Review Committee held a public meeting on Monday, February 28, 
2013, at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review and make UrecommendationsU on the following proposals:  
 
315 Broadway  
 
Description: The DRC reviewed drawings for 315 Broadway proposing underground parking, first floor 
commercial, and 56 residential units, a total of 4 floors. The interior layout hasn’t changed from the 
January 31st DRC meeting. Some materials were presented. 
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At the applicant’s second public meeting before the DRC (Fedruary, 28, 2012), the Committee 
recommended:  
 

 Cornices are out of proportion and need to have their projecting depth reduced significantly. 
 Design of the corner element is to be revisited to better signify the corner.  This may include 

some combination of adding a guardrail element at the 4th floor balcony, raising the parapet at the 
balcony to act as a guardrail, increasing the height of the corner element by a few feet, and/or 
varying the exterior finish material used on the corner element.  The DRC will review the design 
revision upon submission and advise on its acceptability. 

 The DRC requested that the building elevation incorporate a durable masonry material 
(preferably brick or stone) where the building abuts a public sidewalk, as the proposed simulated 
masonry material is not intended for an at-grade application.  

 The DRC suggested a design revision to the storefront elevation along Broadway, from the edge 
of the building to the edge of the brick “portal” that serves as the combined residential unit entry.  
The design as presented incorporated simulated masonry pilasters between the storefront frames.  
It was suggested that the pilaster material be re-considered as either a different masonry material 
or a continuation of storefront framing (with spandrel panels), in order to better delineate the 
retail activity.  The DRC will review the design revision upon submission and advise on its 
acceptability. 

 Signage locations need to be determined.  The DRC recommended utilizing the uppermost lite of 
the storefront glazing for signage panels, rather than applying a signage band over the simulated 
stone/concrete cornice 

 Developer to send plans and final adjustments electronically for DRC review and approval to 
proceed 

 The color of the metal fascia to be used was presented as a hunter green.  The DRC requested that 
a lighter green color, more akin to patinated copper, be used instead. 

 
 
 
205 Broadway 
 
Description: The DRC reviewed drawings of the former gas station at Broadway and McGrath. The 
owner proposes the construction of a two story commercial building to house a mattress store on a 7,384 
sf lot. CCD zoning. The building is a 3,875 sf footprint with a showroom on the first floor and storage on 
the second. There will be 6 parking spaces off of McGrath as opposed to the required 9 spaces and 5 
bicycle parking spaces, only 1 required.  
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At the applicant’s first public meeting before the DRC (Fedruary, 28, 2012), the Committee 
recommended:  
 
Adjustments to the original proposed design including the addition of dark colored awnings over each 
window for all facades and the relocation of the proposed signage to the brick area of the building 
between the lower and upper windows (coinciding with the location of a “sign band area” of a traditional 
shop front) and lit by dark-colored goose-neck light fixtures that were suggested by East Somerville Main 
Streets are supported and recommended by the Committee. Of the brick samples that were presented the 
Committee recommends using the darker brick that included slight variations in color, from brick-to-
brick. The Committee recommends creating an area or pattern of recessed brick or variation in brick color 
above the Broadway oriented entrance of the building to draw attention to the entrance and continue the 
window pattern across that area of façade. 
 
Example articulation using brick color variation or recess: 
 

 
 
 
 
625 McGrath Highway 
 
Description: The DRC reviewed drawings of the residential development at McGrath Highway between 
Bonair and Otis Streets. There are 34 units in two buildings, 24 in one and 10 in the other. There are 48 
parking spaces provided, 9 short of the required spaces. The vehicular flow is intended for cars to come in 
via McGrath and leave via Otis Street. There is also a pedestrian bridge on the southwest corner of the 
property. The developer proposes lighting, landscaping, and maintaining the bridge area. The DRC was 
supportive of the exterior design of the building that incorporated a modern form and palette of materials.  
Written comments from some of the surrounding neighbors were read aloud during the course of the 
meeting, voicing concern over the modern aesthetic of the building.  
 
 
DRC Recommendation:  
 

 Review pedestrian bridge plans with the Transportation Department because of McGrath 
redevelopment. 

 Fencing Plan for McGrath Highway 
 Entrances on Otis and Bonair will knit building into the neighborhood. 
 File an application. 
 The DRC recommended repurposing/relocating the green space currently occupied by picnic 

benches within the parking field as planted islands to help alleviate the expansiveness of the 
parking field.  It was questionable how much use an exterior picnic table would get given the 
immediate surrounding context of McGrath Highway. 

 The DRC recommended the addition of accent paving areas within the larger parking field to 
better delineate pedestrian pathways, and/or intersections with the surrounding public sidewalks. 

 


