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0BDESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

1BRECOMMENDATIONS and MINUTES 
 
The City of Somerville Design Review Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, May 30, 2013, at 
6:30 p.m. in City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review and make UrecommendationsU on the following proposals:  
 
50 Middlesex Avenue 
Description: Review of signage 
The DRC reviewed the graphics for the Self Storage building at 50 Middlesex. Café signage will be 
reviewed at a later date. The building graphics were inspired by the history of Assembly Square as a 
district, specifically the Ford assembly plant. Staff and the DRC addressed the following: 

 Ghost letters stating ‘Assembly’ were well received and should be the East and North elevations 
of the tower 

 The window graphic will read differently depending on the lighting in the shadow box and any 
tint on the glass. 

 Is there a negative connotation to the phrase “Assembly Required”? 
 The words and phrases of the graphics are not timeless  
 In particular, the phrase “predict the future…invent” was not well received 
 The small area on the West elevation should have graphics only, no phrases. 
 Revised graphics to be submitted to Planning Staff and circulated to the DRC. DRC to provide 

any final comments. Final approval will be by Planning Staff. 


