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MINUTES 
 

The Somerville Planning Board held a public meeting on Thursday, October 22, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
3rd floor conference room, Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA. 
 
Review of Continued Cases for the Zoning Board of Appeals: 
 
163 Hudson St (ZBA #2008-53) Applicant & Owner: Afarin Bellisario, seeks Special Permit approval 
under SZO §4.4.1 for the alteration of a non-conforming structure in order to enlarge the existing structure 
with an increase of the gross floor area by more than 25 percent.  This proposal would create a new unit as-
of-right.  RB zone. Ward 5. 
The Applicant and the architect appeared to explain the proposed project.  The project has changed based 
on neighbors concerns.  A community meeting was held with the neighbors and the Alderman and the 
previous concerns relative to the shadows, trees and drainage have been addressed.  The architect stated 
that wood or hard plank would be used as materials for the entire structure. Staff read 5 additional 
conditions that were added to the conditions in the staff report. After a discussion of the applicant’s 
proposal, the board voted 5-0 to recommend Conditional Approval, with Mr. Capuano making the motion 
and Ms. Moroney seconding. 
 
 
369-371 Beacon St (ZBA #2008-61) Applicant Beacon Street Hotel & Owner George Makrigiannis seek a 
special permit with Site Plan Review (SZO §7.11.10.5.b) in order to construct and establish a hotel of more 
than 10,000 gross sq.ft. BA zone. Ward 2. 
Continuance granted.  A community meeting will be held on November 16, 2009. 
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9-11 Harvard Pl (ZBA #2009-04) Applicant & Owner Elaine Thibault seeks a Special Permit with Site 
Plan Review approval under SZO §7.2 to construct two principal structures on the same lot and under §7.3 
to develop four (4) residential units, where 12.5% are affordable housing.   RA zone. Ward 3. 
Continuance granted.  A community meeting will be held on November 9, 2009. 
 
Review of Continued Cases for the Zoning Board of Appeals: 
 
1366 Broadway (Case #ZBA 2009-47) Applicant & Owner Clarendon Hill Somerville, LP seeks a Special 
Permit (SZO §5.1) to construct a 3,800 sf structure for by-right offices and community gathering space on a 
lot with nonconforming structures (§4.4.1).  RC zone. Ward 7. 
Continuance granted. (The Board inquired as to whether a community meeting has been scheduled.)   
 
187 Elm St: (Case #ZBA 2009-48) Applicant Alpine Restaurant Group, Inc.& Owner 187 Elm Street, 
LLC seek a Special Permit with Design review (SZO §5.1.5) to establish a restaurant with outdoor seating 
(§7.11.10.1.2.b). 
Attorney Adam Dash appeared and explained the project and stated that the Applicant has met with the 
Davis Square Task Force.  One abutter appeared and testified in opposition to the project stating concerns 
regarding hours of operation, noise from customers gathering outside, parking and dumpster issues. The  
Board added/altered conditions related to: closing time, totally enclosing the dumpster , making efforts to 
find additional parking and allowing for recycling receptacles in the enclosed dumpster area. After a 
discussion of the applicant’s proposal, the board voted 5-0 to recommend Conditional Approval, with Ms. 
Moroney making the motion and Mr. Favaloro seconding. 
 
259 McGrath Hwy: (Case #ZBA 2008-38-R0909) Applicant, Herb Chambers of Somerville, Corp., seeks 
a Special Permit Revision under SZO §5.3.8 in order to alter the façade of the structure and increase the 
ground coverage by approximately 300sf with a granite base around the existing car showroom. IA zone. 
Ward 2. 
Attorney Richard G. DiGirolamo appeared and explained the project.  Attorney DiGirolamo stated that the 
sign reflects Boston and not Somerville due to the Boston Franchise ownership.  A variance was granted 
for sign height and size in the past, now some signs will be smaller and lower.  The Applicant will not 
propose the height and size in the future.  After a discussion of the applicant’s proposal ,the Board added a 
condition that the Applicant’s place a Welcome to Somerville sign in the front yard subject to the City’s 
design regulations. The board voted 5-0 to recommend Conditional Approval, with Kevin Prior making the 
motion and Mr. Kirylo seconding. 
 
 
Other Business: 
 
An audio recording of this meeting may be obtained in the Planning Division. 
 
Plans and reports are available at the City of Somerville website at the following link: 
www.somervillema.gov/planningandzoning
 
The meeting concluded at 7:05p.m. 
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