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City of Somerville 

Licensing Commission 
 

Senior Center 
Tufts Administration Building 

167 Holland Street 
 

Regular Meeting 
Monday 

September 19, 2011 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Chairman Upton called the meeting to order.  Present were Commissioners Vito Vaccaro, 
John J. McKenna, Inspector Joseph McCain and Administrative Assistant Jenneen M. 
Pagliaro. 
 
COMMON VICTUALER LICENSES 
 

3 Little Figs, LLC 
278B Highland Ave. 

  
Present:  Katie Rooney 
 
Ms. Rooney came before the Commission requesting approval of a Common Victualer 
license at 278B Highland Ave. 
 
Along with the application, a menu, floor plan and lease were submitted for the 
Commissioner’s consideration. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to approve the Common Victualer license as presented. 
 
SPECIAL ALCOHOL LICENSES 
 

Union Square Main Streets 
 
Present:  Mimi Grainey 
 
Ms. Grainey came before the Commission requesting approval of a Special Alcohol 
license for the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic beverages for a VIP Reception 
for The Fluff Festival to be held at Bloc 11 Café, 11 Bow St., on September 23, 2011  
From 7PM-10PM. 
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Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
 
Pavan Restaurant Group, Inc., d/b/a Diva Indian Restaurant, 246-248 Elm St. requesting 
approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic 
beverages at The Octoberfest Block Party to be held Outdoors in Davis Square on Oct. 2, 
2011 from 12-6PM (rain date Oct. 9, 2011). 
 
No one came in regards to this application. 
 
Voted: Withdrawn without prejudice 
 
Special Alcohol Licenses for Somerstreets/Octoberfest 
 
Present:  Carlene Campbell spoke on behalf of all the applicants involved in the 
Octoberfest to be held in Union Square. 
 
Ms. Campbell stated that the Octoberfest is part of the Somerstreets events and each 
establishment will have a blocked in area for alcohol consumption. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
 

Sally O’Brien’s 
335 Somerville Ave. 

 
Requesting approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages at The Somerstreets/Octoberfest to be held Outdoors in Union 
Square on Oct. 23, 2011 from 1-6PM.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
 
 

Restaurante Turistico Machupicchu 
307 Somerville Ave. 
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Requesting approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages at The Somerstreets/Octoberfest to be held Outdoors in Union 
Square on Oct. 23, 2011 from 1-6PM.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
 
 

Bull McCabe’s 
366A Somerville Ave. 

 
Requesting approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages at The Somerstreets/Octoberfest to be held Outdoors in Union 
Square on Oct. 23, 2011 from 1-6PM.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
 
 

Hellenic Association of Somerville 
d/b/a Dormition of The Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church 

29 Central St. 
 
Requesting approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages for a Church Fundraiser on October 1, 2011 from 7-1AM. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
 

Galwegan Inc. 
d/b/a The Burren 

247 Elm St. 
 
 Requesting approval of a Special Alcohol license for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages for a Music Festival to be held in Grove St. Parking lot 
behind The Burren on October 16, 2011 from 12PM-8PM (Rain date Oct. 23, 2011) (this 
was originally planned for Aug. 28, 2011, but was cancelled due to hurricane). 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol license as presented. 
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ALL FORMS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
7 DAY RESTAURANT 
 
Pledge of License 
 

KB Investments 
d/b/a PJ Ryans 
239 Holland St. 

 
Present:  Conor Brennan 
 
Mr. Brennan came before the Commission requesting approval to pledge the All Forms 
Alcoholic Beverages 7 Day License to from Wainwright Bank to Eastern Bank. 
 
Mr. Brennan stated that the Wainwright Bank was sold to Eastern Bank and he needs to 
change the name on the old pledge to the new bank. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Pledge of License. 
 
 
Transfer of License 
& Pledge of License 

J.F.C. d/b/a Gargoyles 
219-221 Elm St. 

 
Present:  Attorney Adam Dash & Joseph Castinelli 
 
Atty. Dash, representing Painted Burro came before the Commission requesting approval 
of the transfer of Garygoyle’s All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7 Day Restaurant license 
to Painted Burro, Inc., d/b/a Painted Burro, a Pledge of License and approval for a 
Common Victualer and an Entertainment license consisting of live music, dancing, video 
and audio at 219-221 Elm St.  
 
Mr. Castinelli has restaurant experience and owns another restaurant in Somerville. 
 
Some remodeling will be done. 
 
Atty. Dash stated he spoke with Ald. Gerwirtz and she doesn’t have a problem with the 
transfer. 
 
This establishment will serve Mexican Food. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce spoke in favor of this application. 
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On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Transfer of All Forms Alcoholic Beverages 7 Day Restaurant 
License and to approve the Pledge of License, Common Victualer and Entertainment 
License. 
 
Transfer of License 
Change of Location 
 
New Asia, 324-328 Somerville Ave. requesting approval to transfer its All Forms 
Alcoholic Beverages 7 Day Restaurant license to Slow Train Coming LLC, d/b/a 
Redbonita’s, 49 Day St. and approval for a Common Victualer and Entertainment license 
consisting of a mariachi band, video and audio. 

 
Attorney Richard DiGirolamo is representing this transfer. Atty. DiGirolamo asked that 
this matter to be continued until the next hearing. 
 
Request approved, This matter will be Continued at the October 17, 2011 hearing. 
 
Status Update 
 
H.I.O. Restaurant, Inc. d/b/a Café Belo, 120 Washington St. to give status of All Forms 
Alcoholic Beverages 7 Day Restaurant. (Business is closed). 
 
Present:  John Ottenberg 
 
Mr. Ottenberg stated that he is the receiver for the Corporation that has taken possession 
of this license.   
 
This business had been closed for 2 months due to failure to pay taxes. 
 
Mr. Ottenberg stated that they have entered into a P & S with a client and the new owners 
should be applying for the licenses soon. 
 
The Receivership is in the name of a corporation and Mr. Ottenberg is the receiver and 
has rights as the controlling person. 
 
 
 All FORMS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
7-DAY CLUB LICENSE 
 
New Entertainment License 
 

George Dilboy Post 529, Inc. VFW 
371 Summer St. 
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Present:  Attorney Richard DiGirolamo 
 
Atty. DiGirolamo, representing the VFW came before the Commission requesting 
approval for an Entertainment License consisting of entertainment by performers (1 
stage), entertainment by patrons (1 dance floor), and entertainment by devices (2 audio 
systems, 4 TVs & 1 jukebox). 
` 
Atty. DiGirolamo stated that at the previous Licensing hearing the matter of the 
Entertainment License was raised and the VFW doesn’t have a license at the current 
location. 
 
The VFW regrets the over site and wants to be in compliance with the rules. 
 
However the Commander Hardy stated they were never aware of this and the City never 
requested this, even during renewal time. 
 
Mr. George O’Shea spoke in opposition of this license and also spoke of a complaint 
from a party held at the VFW in August. 
 
Chairman Upton noted that the City will investigate the complaint and then bring it 
before the Board. But as of right now the VFW doesn’t have any violations. 
 
Mr. O’Shea spoke of the Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
The Certificate of Occupancy is issued by the Inspectional Services Department. 
 
The Licensing Commission hold copies of the Certificated of Inspection (304 Certificate) 
for all Restaurants that serve alcohol. 
 
Mr. Tom Bok spoke about the Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
The Board heard briefly about a violation that happened in August. 
 
This violation will be heard at the October meeting. 
 
A few more neighbors spoke in opposition. 
 
A Letter from Carol Damboski was submitted for the record. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant Entertainment License 
 
 
Continued from August 15, 2011 
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Change of Location of Club and Entertainment License 
 

George Dilboy Post 529, Inc.VFW 
371 Summer St. 

 
Present:  Attorney Richard DiGirolamo 
 
George Dilboy Post 529, Inc., VFW requesting approval for a change of location of the 
All Forms Alcohol Club license to 343-349, 351 Summer St and for an Entertainment 
License for Entertainment by Performers, Patrons and Devices. 
 
Atty. DiGiorlamo stated that the Zoning Board hearing was continued to Oct. 5, 2011. 
 
The issue of changing the plans came up for discussion. 
 
ASC Grossfield was asked to research what would happen if they have a change of foot 
print. 
 
Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  To continue this hearing until the next Licensing meeting. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
      For the Commission 
 
      Jenneen M. Pagliaro 
      Administrative Assistant 


