
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Joseph A. Curtatone 
Mayor 

 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 

City Hall 
3rd Floor Conference Room 

6:40 p.m. 
 
Staff Present:  Kristi Chase and Brandon Wilson (for last portion of the meeting). 
 
Members Present:  Kevin Allen*, DJ Chagnon*, Tom DeYoung, O. Susan Fontano*, Abby Freedman, Jeff 
Meese.  DJ Chagnon arrived at 7:00 pm. 
 
Members Absent:  Dick Bauer, Ryan Falvey, Ian Judge*, Barbara Mangum, Michael Payne, Susan 
Rabinowitz*, Derick Snare*, Brad Stearns*.  
 
Alternates* 
 
Others Present:  Mohit Dilawari, Nichole Bookwalter, Eric Parkes, Karin Brandt. 
 
 
Final Review and Approval of HPC Minutes:  October 2008 
 
 
DELIBERATION OF HPC CASES 
 
HPC #08.61 – 52 Powder House Boulevard (continued from September 23, 2008) 
Applicant:  Mohit Dilawari, Owner, 3rd floor condominium 
 
The Applicant seeks Certificate of Appropriateness for the following: 

1. Replace rotted wood rear deck on the second floor with larger wood rear deck that would overhang the 
garage further than the existing. 

 
Mohit Dilawari presented the changes made in the plans for the proposed enlarge deck since the September 
meeting.  The posts would be 8” with pyramidal caps.  Discussion centered around the proposed construction 
techniques and how those would affect the dimensions of the finished deck.  The depth of the apron would 
depend upon them and could vary from 8”-16”.  The porch posts, where they met the building would be ½ the 



HPC Meeting Minutes – 11/18/08 
 

Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue. Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 
(617) 625-6600, Ext.2500. TTY: (617) 666-0001. Fax: (617) 625-0722 

www.ci.somerville.ma.us 
 

2

depth as those supports that were free-standing.  Jeff Meese proposed a motion, seconded by Kevin Allen to 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to:  
 

1. replace rotted wood rear porch on the second floor with larger wood rear porch per conceptual plans 
and photos received; 

a. Install 8” x 8” posts with pyramidal caps; 
b. Posts abutting the building should be 4” x 8” rather than the drawn 8” x 8” posts used 

elsewhere;  
c. Porch hand rails to be reviewed and approved by Staff before installation; 
d. The porch apron disguising the deck construction and its relationship to the ground-floor rear 

entry roof may vary from 8”-16” deep depending on construction technique; and 
2. Replace roof of entry to match existing as needed. 

 
The vote was unanimous (5-0-1 (DJ Chagnon abstaining)). 
 
REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 
 
The following Application was received on 11/13/18 and will be on next month’s Agenda. 
 
HPC 08.71 – 117 Washington Street – Ireland House (1783) 
Applicant: H.A Wollman, Owner 
 
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness for the following: 

1. Replace exiting asphalt 3-tab shingle roof with cedar shingles; 
2. Replace 6 replacement windows on front façade of building with Pella insulated glass 6/6 wood 

windows; and  
3. Replace the remaining replacement windows with insulated glass 6/6 vinyl windows. 

The Commission gave an enthusiastic show of hands for the wood roof shingles with the following thoughts.  
They should match the existing size, finish, exposure and coursing.  The roof should be installed so that the 
wood shingles can expand and contract with the changes in humidity and fully dry out.  There are standards for 
how wood roof shingles should be installed that are quite different from those for asphalt.   

On the other hand, the Commission had a lot of concern about the proposed windows.  The lack of uniformity 
that the different materials would present along with a strong distaste for the use of vinyl in any situation, were 
in the forefront of concerns.  Brosco Boston Layout wood windows with Harvey Tru-Channel storms are the 
preferred inexpensive route to a more authentic appearance.  Jeff Meese offered to meet with the Owner to 
discuss the options for replacement windows and help him figure out the best and least expensive way to deal 
with them.   

 
DEMOLITION REVIEW 
 
Demolition Updates:  Buildings at the following addresses have recently come to the attention of the Staff: 
HPC 06.26 D - 46 Pearl Street – Conant-Hadley House (1869-1871)     11/14/08 
Owner:  Mahoney Construction  



HPC Meeting Minutes – 11/18/08 
 

Somerville City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue. Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 
(617) 625-6600, Ext.2500. TTY: (617) 666-0001. Fax: (617) 625-0722 

www.ci.somerville.ma.us 
 

3

 
Fire on Friday, December 14 was possibly caused by street people camping within the building.  Somerville 
Fire Department has ordered the building down.  Demolition is immanent. 
 
HPC 07.66 D - 23 Milton Street Carriage House       11/5/08 
Owner:  Eden Frye 
 
Alterations to the plans requested by Inspectional Services are not pleasing to the Owner who finds the building 
so altered that she would now like to demolish the structure.  See Memo. 
 
Because a new application needs to be submitted once an original application had been withdrawn and the 
process halted, the Commission discussed the case and agreed that they would like to expedite the process as 
much as possible but that the full cycle still needed to run.  This means that the Commission will be determining 
the 'significance' of the carriage house, which would not have changed in the interim and opening the public 
hearing on whether the building should be 'preferably preserved' at the same meeting on Tuesday, December 16 
rather than making the two determinations a month apart.  Information regarding the significance of the 
structure, its condition and its relationship to the main house and the neighborhood, along with any other 
information provided by the applicant that may have changed since case was originally heard in 2007 will be 
discussed. 
 
HPC 08.71 D - 27 Jackson Road – House        11/17/08 
Requested by Planning Department 
 
Walnut Street Center is planning a group home and has submitted preliminary drawings.  Staff has begun 
preliminary map research.  The original 2-family house will be demolished and a larger predominantly 1-story 
house would be constructed in its place. 
 
HPC 08.72 D - 92 Properzi Way House (<1884)       11/17/08 
Owner:  Moshe Safdie 
 
Moshe Safdie Associates would like a determination of significance in preparation for a possible new structure 
on that location.  Staff has begun map research but has no more information than above date. 
 
DEMOLITIONS REVIEWED BY THE STAFF 
None this month. 
 
  
CERTIFICATES OF NON-APPLICABILITY ISSUED BY THE STAFF 
 
HPC# 08.69 – 13 Campbell Park        10/22/08 
Andrew Coloco, Contractor for Daniel Hullah, Owner 
 

1. Replace 1st floor deck, framing, and footings to match existing; 
2. Re-use posts and railings; 
3. Replace 3-tab asphalt roof shingles; and 
4. Install Harvey Tru-channel storm windows. 
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SECTION 106/NEPA/MEPA REVIEWS PERFORMED BY STAFF 
 
The following review request was received yesterday and has not been performed.  The dates are derived from 
the Assessor’s Records.  If the Brady Towers date is correct, it may be a significant building.  “The purpose of 
the environmental review is to allow them to gain access to certain federal funds that can be used for 
administrative purposes.  Some of the funds will be used for maintenance and repairs.  The only exterior work 
planned is for landscaping - planting of shrubs, roof repair, some window replacements, and installing some 
exterior electrical receptacles.” 
 
HPC 08.73 - 114 Highland Avenue (Highland Gardens) – 1958     11/17/08 
Somerville Housing Authority 
 
HPC 08.74 - 252 Medford Street (Brady Towers) - 1945      11/17/08 
Somerville Housing Authority 
 
HPC 08.75 - 15 Weston Avenue (Weston Manor) - 1975      11/17/08 
Somerville Housing Authority 
 
HPC 08.76 - Mystic Avenue and Memorial Road – (Map 57, Block A) – 6 buildings  11/17/08 
Somerville Housing Authority 
 
 
REVIEWS AND COMMENTS PERFORMED BY STAFF PER REQUEST OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
None this month. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS AND PROJECT UPDATES  
 

• New 50 minute DVD for members of Local Historical Commissions; Copy is available upon 
request from the Staff. 

• Reception at the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds on Monday, November 24 from 2-5 pm 
showing technological upgrades and historic photographs and artifacts. 

• Grant-related Projects 
 ArtsUnion Grant Update:  Report on meeting Nov. 14th to discuss another year of 

possible grant funding from MCC– Brandon 
• Walking Tour – “Union Square Revisited:  Sand Pit to Melting Pot” – 

brochure to be revised into brochure format with Arts Council funds—editing 
and condensing help needed first! 

• “Ghosts of Somerville” skit at Milk Row Cemetery – Sat. Oct. 18th, 4 pm – dusk;  
Very successful with optimum of 60+ people attending; costumes and sound quality 
best ever! 
 

 Milk Row Cemetery Phase II Project Update – Brandon & Barbara 
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• Awaiting follow-up schedule from Contractor for DeMoulas/Market Basket, 
Cassidy Bros. Forge, Inc; for submitted specific scopes of work for repairing 
fencing on both Somerville Ave., and parking lot edge, with latter to occur first.  
Stone wall repairs expected to happen this fall too. 

• Planting proposals for Cemetery by Historic Somerville – likely delayed ‘til 
Spring and fencing/stone wall work completed. 

 
 

 Local Historic Districts Expansion Project Update – Brandon & Kristi 
• Subcommittee members:  Michael Payne, O. Susan Fontano, Abby Freedman, 

Kevin Allen 
• Walking Tour of Winter Hill and Magoun Square area on Sun. Nov. 2nd led by 

Edward Gordon, President of the Victorian Society of America, New England 
Chapter.  Very well attended and videotaped for cable television.  Many proposed 
LHD properties were presented by supplementary tour guides Kristi Chase, 
Brandon Wilson and Joseph Lynch.  Self-guided brochure available upon request. 

• Feedback on materials prepared to date for mailing to property owners  
• Review of proposed breakdown of properties for mini-reports and discussion of 

strategy and schedule.  
 

 Central Hill Monument Park Renovation via UPARR grant– Brandon 
• Subcommittee members:  DJ Chagnon, Barbara Mangum, Brandon Wilson 
• Construction bids for the project 3x estimated costs; City is seeking extension to 

grant expenditure to potentially phase the work and seek additional funds. 
 

 West Branch Library ADA Compliance Feasibility Study – Brandon 
• Draft Request for Quotes in progress 

 
• Flag Raising on Prospect Hill on Thurs. January 1st, 2009 – Brandon 

• Planning for the event has begun; volunteers to help are needed!  Contact 
Brandon for details. 

 
• Union Square Re-zoning Update – Abby  

• Subcommittee members:  Kevin Allen, DJ Chagnon, Abby Freedman, Jeff Meese 
• BOA/PB public hearing to comment on revised zoning Thurs. Dec. 4th at 6:30 pm 

at City Hall; all welcome.  
• Subcommittee to review PDS-1, PDS-2 and make recommendations 
 

• Permit Streamlining Committee Update – Kevin & Brandon 
• Review of discussion points at October meeting. 
 

• Upcoming Events or Reports on Recently Past Events 
 Channel 5 news cast on Thurs. Nov. 6th noted President-Elect Obama’s former residence 

at historic Langmaid Terrace building, and showcased our historic afghan; image 
revisions being considered. 
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 Victorian Society in America/NE Walking Tour of Winter Hill on Nov. 2nd had over 

50 attendees and was filmed by City Cable. 
 

 Somerville, MA:  A Brief History, new book released in August, now on sale at City 
Hall thru the Commission, and discounted 20% for SHPC members and LHD property 
owners ($16.80); consider for holiday gifts; all profits go to City historic projects.  

 
 2009 Preservation Awards Program 

• Let Staff know of owners that did inspiring exterior work on their non-designated, 
yet older properties.  Nomination forms are on City website.  Deadline is Monday, 
December1st.    

• Some of the proposed buildings so far are the Armory, on Josephine Avenue, 
Rogers Avenue, and Spring Street.  We would like to review buildings from all 
parts of the City and in a variety of architectural styles. 

• Derick will be working with CAD instructor on skill development of the SHS 
students again. 

• This years Preservation Awards Committee: O. Susan Fontano, Tom DeYoung, 
Abby Freedman, Eric Parkes, DJ Chagnon 

• Tour of homes scheduled for 1/11/09 to start from Abby Freedman’s House at 
1:00 pm. 

• Send Nomination forms to frequent tour attendees. 
 
 
Schedule of remaining regular SHPC meetings for 2008:  To be held on the third Tuesday of every month:  
December 16. 
 
Meeting schedule for 2009:  January 20, February 19, March 17, April 21, May19, June 16, July 21, August 
18, September 15, October 20, November 17, and December 15.   
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