
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Joseph A. Curtatone 
Mayor 

 
Minutes 

 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

City Hall 
Basement Meeting Room 

6:40 p.m. 
 
Staff Present:  Kristi Chase and Brandon Wilson (for last portion of the meeting). 
 
Members Present:  Kevin Allen*, Dick Bauer, DJ Chagnon**, Tom DeYoung, Ryan Falvey, O. Susan 
Fontano*, Abby Freedman, Michael Payne, Brad Stearns**.  Brad Stearns arrived at 7:00 pm and DJ Chagnon 
arrived at 8:00 pm.  Michael Payne and Brad Stearns left at 9:30 pm. 
 
Members Absent:  Ian Judge*, Barbara Mangum, Jeff Meese, Susan Rabinowitz*, Derick Snare*.  
 
Alternates* 
 
Non-voting alternates** for the deliberation of cases portion of the meeting. 
 
Others Present:  Mohit Dilawari, Kate Leblanc, Michelle Widmer-Schultz, Livingston Parsons, Nichole 
Bookwalter, Claudio Kraus, Lorrie Cirome. 
 
Final Review and Approval of HPC Minutes:  August 2008 
DJ Chagnon made a motion, seconded by O. Susan Fontano to accept the August Minutes as written.  The vote 
was unanimous (4-0-3 (Kevin Allen, Ryan Falvey, Abby Freedman abstaining)). 
 
 
DELIBERATION OF HPC CASES 
 
HPC #08.24 Continued – 152 Summer Street 
Applicants:  Andreas & Michelle Widmer 
 
The Applicant seeks approval for the following: 

1. Repair copper gutters and  
2. Replace existing wood gutters with copper to match existing copper gutters to address drainage 

problems. 
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Andreas Widmer presented.  He reviewed the condition of the house, indicating particular trouble spots, their 
reasoning behind the need for larger gutters, and a desire for a longer lasting solution to regulate the vast 
amounts of water sheeting off the roof during downpours than the undersized wood gutters that are currently on 
the roof. 
 
The Commission discussed the changing finishes of copper as it acquires a patina, the profile of the proposed 
gutter and the weight (thickness) of the copper.  Michael Payne said that he thought the heavier gauge was 
better but Brad Stearns noted that 10-18 mils would do the job.  Downspouts would remain the same although 
the connectors would be larger to accommodate the rain water.  Diverters would be installed to direct the water 
flow.  Michelle Widmer said that she would be amenable to retaining the wood gutters on the bay window on 
the west side of the house because they were located where they could easily be reached and did not need to 
handle large amounts of water.  The bay is readily visible from the street. 
 
Abby Freedman made a motion, seconded by O. Susan Fontano to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the change from the wood gutters to copper ones in the same style and color as the existing copper gutters with 
Staff approval to be given before installation.  The Certificate of Appropriateness will be valid until the house is 
completed to allow for a multi-year project due to the cost involved.  Michael Payne proposed an amendment 
to the motion, to allow for the bay to retain its wood gutters if the Applicants desired.  Staff noted that a 
replacement in-kind of the wood gutters would be a Certificate of Non-Applicability and that the Applicants 
could choose to repair and replace in-kind without any further approvals from the Commission.  The vote was 
unanimous (7-0). 
 
HPC #08.58 – 6 Westwood Road 
Applicant:  Lorrie Cirome, Owner 
 
The Applicant seeks approval for the following: 

1. Replace chain link fence with 6’ wood fence along rear property line. 
 
Lorrie Cirome presented.  The existing chain-link fence is in poor repair.  They have done a lot to the outside of 
the house and the yard.  This is the last piece.  The fence will be 4’ of solid wood with a 2’ square lattice top to 
match the neighbors and approximately 60’ long. 
 
Kevin Allen made a motion, seconded by Ryan Falvey to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
change. The vote was unanimous (7-0). 
 
HPC #08.61 – 52 Powder House Boulevard 
Applicant:  Mohit Dilawari, Owner, 3rd floor condominium 
 
The Applicant seeks approval for the following: 

1. Replace rotted wood rear deck on the second floor with larger wood rear deck that would overhang the 
garage further than the existing. 

 
Kate Leblanc presented for Mohit Dilawari.  When the house was inspected for the purchase of their 
condominium, the inspector stated that the deck was unsafe and need to be replaced.  They would like to 
enlarge the porch which currently is constructed of 2” x 4” and other rough lumber possibly using the standard 
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1” balusters and the simple rails, a plain corner post with a pyramidal cap.  Due to being on a second floor the 
height of the railing must be at 42”.  Michael Payne pointed out that due to the height, the deck would look 
fairly spindly; they need to look at the front porch for direction on the best way to design the new deck to fit the 
massing of the house for example, the corner posts should have some visual solidity.  The Commission 
discussed alternatives for the design of balusters and rails to minimize the visual height.  Michael Payne 
commented that a good design would add to their investment and that they need to think further about it.  Dick 
Bauer noted that the Commission seemed to be favorably inclined toward the concept of the porch enlargement.   
 
O. Susan Fontano made a motion, seconded by Tom DeYoung, to grant a continuance until November 18, 
2008 with the agreement of the Applicants in order for them to clarify their design ideas and submit a detailed 
plan.  The vote was unanimous (7-0). 
 
HPC #08.63 – 63 Columbus Avenue 
Applicants:  Livingston Parsons III and Mandeliene Smith, Owners 
 
The Applicant seeks approval for the following: 

1. Replace rotted wood trim on rear deck and around 4 windows with cellular PVC milled to match 
existing. 

 
Livy Parsons presented.  The building renovations were completed less than 7 years ago.  They were 
disappointed to realize that 3 windows in the turret and a bathroom window had rotted casings already.  The 
turret windows are over 30’ up and must be repaired from the outside.  The windows are not operable.  Renting 
a cherry-picker is expensive.  They do not want to have to repeat the repairs within the next 25 years, hence the 
request for the cellular PVC, which is supposed to guaranteed for that amount of time.  They would be able to 
replicate the details.  They realized that they had also cut a few corners on the new deck construction and found 
that the stringers and risers were falling apart.  Durability is a major consideration in all the work proposed. 
 
Brad Stearns noted that while he was familiar with the product, had worked it at the request of several owners 
and that it had some desirable characteristics, he would propose that the Applicants look into Lifespan Lumber 
which has a 20 year guarantee.  It is a fine grained wood impregnated with a product that inhibits rot.  Brad 
Stearns also said that he frequently uses Penetrol to restore wood and prevent rot. 
 
Michael Payne commented that he found the location of the windows, high up in a turret, generally 
inaccessible, and making the alteration indistinguishable at that distance from the original to be a compelling 
argument for the replacement of wood with another long-lasting material. 
 
Michael Payne made a motion, seconded by Tom DeYoung, to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
replacement of the wood window casings with cellular PVC as presented.  Abby Freedman requested an 
amendment to the motion to include the homeowner’s option to use the Lifespan Lumber if they so chose.  The 
vote was unanimous (7-0). 
 
Susan Fontano strongly said that she did not think that the PVC alternative should be used where people would 
be close enough to tell the difference between the materials used.  Livy Parsons said that they would be willing 
to consider the Lifespan Lumber for that location, especially if it was cheaper and would last as long as the 
PVC. 
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Michael Payne made a motion, seconded by O. Susan Fontano to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the use of Lifespan Lumber to repair the stringers and risers of the deck stairs.  The vote was 6-1 with Kevin 
Allen against. 
 
REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 
 
HPC 08.65 – 191 Highland Avenue, the Armory 
Applicant:  Joseph Sater, Owner 
 
Review and comment upon various approaches being proposed to respond to ISD’s new request for changes to 
meet ADA requirements. 
 
No review and comment occurred because no one from the Armory project came to the meeting to present their 
approaches. 
 
DEMOLITION REVIEW 
None this month. 
 
DEMOLITIONS REVIEWED BY THE STAFF 
 
HPC 08.57 D – 43 Minnesota Avenue – 1920 Concrete Block Garage 
Applicant:  Dorothy Cassesso 
Received:  8/21/08 
Not Significant: 8/28/08 
 
HPC 08.60 D – 30-34 Foley Street, 147 Foley Street, 100 Sturtevant Street, Yard 21 Lineman’s Shack 
Applicant:  Federal Realty Investment Trust 
Received:  08/25/08 
Exempt from HPC review for projects in Assembly Square area as per Demolition Review Ordinance. 
 
HPC 08.59 D – 33 Earle Street – 1965 Concrete Block Garage 
Received:  09/03/08 
Exempt from HPC Review for buildings less than 50 years old as per Demolition Review Ordinance 
  
CERTIFICATES OF NON-APPLICABILITY ISSUED BY THE STAFF 
 
HPC 08.62 – 8 Cross Street East 
Applicant:  Olena Krylova, Owner 
 

1. Dip, repair, reinstall and paint four windows as part of deleading the whole building. 
 
HPC 08.64 – 18 Sanborn Avenue 
Applicant:  Richard Siegel 
 

1. Replace existing storm windows with Harvey Tru-Channel storm windows. 
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SECTION 106/NEPA/MEPA REVIEWS PERFORMED BY STAFF 
 
HPC 08.66 – 49 Davis Square – Hobbs Building, Somerville Theatre   09/19/08 
(under review) 
 
Sprint/Xohm proposes to collocate three 9.5 antennas hidden in stealth canisters and one backhaul dish painted 
to match the existing façade. 
 
 
REVIEWS AND COMMENTS PERFORMED BY STAFF PER REQUEST OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
None this month. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS AND PROJECT UPDATES  
 

• Grant-related Projects 
 ArtsUnion Grant Update:  Calendar of events for this fall – Brandon 

• Walking Tour – “Union Square Revisited:  Sand Pit to Melting Pot” – Sun. 
Sept. 14th – over 60 people attended.  Tour will be showing on cable TV soon. 

• Due to heavy rain morning of tour and numerous requests, tour will be 
sponsored again on the original rain date of Sun. Oct. 5, 2-4 pm. 

• “Ghosts of Somerville” skit at Milk Row Cemetery – Sat. Oct. 18th, 4 pm - dusk 
 Milk Row Cemetery Project Update – Brandon & Barbara 

• Ghosts performance:  additional youth participant still being sought 
• DeMoulas/Market Basket work on fencing, stone wall and landscaping 
• Planting proposals for Cemetery by Historic Somerville 

 Local Historic Districts Expansion Project Update – Brandon & Kristi 
• Subcommittee members:  Michael Payne, O. Susan Fontano, Abby Freedman, 

Kevin Allen 
• Staff has broken down list of properties proposed for LHD into smaller groups 
• Subcommittee to review proposed breakdown of properties for mini-reports and 

make recommendations 
o Discussion of themes and ideas on how to make more populist to be e-

mailed to all interested 
• Union Square Re-zoning Update – Abby & Jeff 

• Subcommittee members:  Kevin Allen, DJ Chagnon, Abby Freedman, Jeff Meese 
• Subcommittee to review PDS-1, PDS-2 and make recommendations 

• Permit Streamlining Committee Update – Kevin & Brandon 
• Minimum Maintenance Standards Ordinance Update – Dick, Brandon & Kristi  
• Events Upcoming 

 Somerville, MA:  A Brief History, new book just released in August; book sale and 
signing by 1 of 2 authors on Sun. Sept. 21st , 2-4 pm at Somerville Museum.  Discounts 
that day for SHM members and LHD property owners. 

 Middlesex Canal Bike Ride:  Led by MCC and Dick Bauer – Saturday October, 4th, 9 
am at Sullivan Station 
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 Community Day at Tufts:  SHPC, Historic Somerville & Somerville Museum to share 
information table, Sunday, October 5th from 11 am to 3pm. 

 
 
Schedule of remaining regular SHPC meetings for 2008:  To be held on the third Tuesday of every month:  
October 21, November 18, and December 16. 
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