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City of Somerville 

Licensing Commission 
 

Senior Center 
Tufts Administration Building 

167 Holland Street 
 

Regular Meeting 
Monday 

July 15, 2013 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Chairman Andrew Upton called the meeting to order.  Present were Commissioners Vito 
Vaccaro, John J. McKenna, Inspector Warren Chaille & Executive Secretary Jenneen M. 
Pagliaro. 
 
Minutes of the June 19, 2013 meeting were accepted as submitted. 
 
RULES 

 
Assistant City Solicitor Jason Grossfield submitting a draft for a proposed change to the 
Somerville Licensing Commission’s Rules and Regulations in regards to Movie 
Theatre/Liquor Licenses. ASC Grossfield recommended making three changes to the 
rules in regulations as relates to theatres as follows:  Striking Section 1.06 Physical 
Premises in its entirety; Deleting the words “theatres with large screen(s) for movie 
showing” as appearing in the last sentence of Section 7.01 Policy Statement Regarding 
the Issuance of Wine and Malt Beverage Only Licenses Issued After January 1, 2000; 
and Striking Section 7.10.b Minimum and Maximum Seating Capacity in its entirety.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Changes to the Somerville Licensing Commission Rules and 
Regulations as submitted. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Massachusetts State Lottery Commission re:  Keno-To-Go.  The Board took 
administrative notice and placed the Communication on file. 
 
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission Notice of Hearing, T & T Ocean Liquors, 8 
Main St.  The Board took administrative notice and placed the Communication on file. 
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Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission Notice of Hearing, On The Hill Tavern, 499 
Broadway. The Board took administrative notice and placed the Communication on file. 
 
SPECIAL ALCOHOL LICENSES 
 
***THIS APPLICATION HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN*** 
City of Somerville-Mayor’s Office requesting approval of a Special Alcohol License for 
the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic beverages for  
East Broadway Streetscape Groundbreaking Celebration on July 15, 2013 from 6:30PM-
9:00PM at Cross St. Senior Center.  
 

Redbones Barbecue 
55 Chester St. 

 
Present:  Robert Gregory 
 
Mr. Gregory came before the Commission requesting approval of a Special Alcohol 
License for the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic beverages for  
Annual Block Party to be held outdoors at Chester & Herbert Sts. Intersection on July 29, 
2013 from 5:00PM-10:00PM. Rain date Aug. 5, 2013. 
 
This is the annual fundraiser for the Somerville Homeless Coalition. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police Details and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol License as presented. 
 

Petra Somerville LLC 
d/b/a Brooklyn Boulders 

12A Tyler St. 
 
Present:  Veronica Dale 
 
Ms. Dale came before the Commission requesting approval of a Special Alcohol License 
for the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic beverages for a Grand Opening Party 
on July 31, 2013 from 5:00PM-12:00AM. 
 
Ms. Dale stated that this business is a rock climbing gym, community work space and 
exercise facility. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
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Police Details and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol License as presented. 
 
 
 
 

Petra Somerville LLC 
d/b/a Brooklyn Boulders 

12A Tyler St. 
 
Present:  Veronica Dale 
 
Ms. Dale came before the Commission requesting approval of a Special Alcohol License 
for the purpose of dispensing and selling alcoholic beverages for a Chamber of 
Commerce Innovations Tour on July 15, 2013 from 6:30PM-8:30PM. 
Ms. Dale stated this request is for a Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police Details and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol License as presented. 
 

FRLP, Inc. 
 
Present:  Michael Kelleher 
 
Mr. Kelleher came before the Commission requesting approval of a change to the dates 
of the Special Alcohol Licenses that were granted at the June 19th Hearing for a Tent 
Show with Performers at 300 Grand Union Blvd. (Assembly Row area) from July 28, 
2013-August 26, 2013 (30 total). The New Dates requested are August 7, 2013-
September 6, 2013. 
 
Mr. Kelleher stated that the show is currently running in Montreal, longer than expected, 
which in turn will delay the start of the Somerville shows. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police Details and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
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VOTED:  to grant the change to the Special Alcohol License as presented. 
 

Cavalia USA Inc. 
 
Present:  Michael Kelleher 
 
Mr. Kelleher, representing Cavalia USA, Inc. came before the Commission 
requesting approval of a Special Alcohol Licenses for the purpose of dispensing and 
selling alcoholic beverages for a Tent Show with Performers at 300 Grand Union Blvd. 
(Assembly Row area) from Sept. 12, 2013-Sept. 29, 2013 (16 total). 
 
Mr. Kelleher stated these 16 licenses should cover the rest of the dates for this event. 
 
Experienced servers will be dispensing the alcoholic beverages. 
 
Police Details and Fire Details have been requested. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  to grant the Special Alcohol License as presented. 
 
COMMON VICTUALER LICENSES 
 

MHFL d/b/a New Pizza Palace 
222 Somerville Ave. 

 
Present:  Hassan Ibrahim 
 
Mr. Ibrahim came before the Commission requesting approval for a Common Victualer 
license for 222 Somerville Ave. 
 
Along with the application, a menu, floor plan and lease were submitted for the 
Commissioners consideration. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Common Victualer license as presented. 
 

Pennypackers Fine Food, Inc. 
d/b/a Pennypackers 
514C Medford St. 

 
Present: Ryan McGuire 
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Mr. McGuire came before the Commission requesting approval for a Common Victualer 
license for 514C Medford St. 
 
Along with the application, a menu, floor plan and lease were submitted for the 
Commissioners consideration. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
***Alderman O’Keefe is in support of this application. 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Common Victualer license as presented. 
 

Some ‘ting Nice Restaurant 
561 McGrath Highway 

Kirk Cambridge- Delpesche 
 
Present:  Kirck Cambridge-Delpesche 
 
Mr. Cambridge-Delpesche came before the Commission requesting approval for a 
Common Victualer license for 561 McGrath Highway. 
 
Along with the application, a menu, floor plan and lease were submitted for the 
Commissioners consideration. 
 
Chairman Upton asked the applicant to remove the advertisement of alcohol from the 
menu, they do not have an alcohol license. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Common Victualer license as presented. 
 

Cuisine En Locale, Inc. 
156 Highland Ave. 

JJ Gonson 
 
Present:  Attorney Richard DiGirolamo 
 
Atty. DiGirolamo, representing Cuisine En Locale, Inc., came before the Commission 
requesting approval for a Common Victualer license for 156 Highland Ave. 
 
Atty. DiGirolamo stated that this address is the site of Anthony’s Functions. 
 
Ms. Gonson, the new owner is currently working out of a shared kitchen doing catering. 
Her plan is to operate an on and off premise business at this location. 
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Attorney DiGirolamo stated that Ms. Gonson will be applying for an Entertainment 
license and for the transfer of the liquor license at the next hearing. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Common Victualer license as presented. 
 

 
VIOLATION 
 
The Center for Arts at the Armory 
191 Highland Ave. 
 
Present:  Assistant City Solicitor Grossfield & Lea Ruscio from Arts at the Armory 
 
The Board is in a receipt of an e-mail for Attorney Adam Dash, who will be representing 
the Armory. Atty. Dash requested this hearing be postponed until the August meeting. 
ASC Grossfield stated that he spoke to Attorney Dash today and has no objection to the 
continuation of this hearing. 
 
Chairman Upton stated that plenty of notice was given for this hearing and the Armory 
shouldn’t wait until the last minute to ask to reschedule, this only causes the neighbors to 
waste time coming to the meetings. 
 
On a motion made and seconded, it was 
 
VOTED:  To continue the violation hearing until the August 19, 2013 Hearing. 
 
The Center for Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland Ave. to show cause why the Wine and 
Malt Restaurant license, Common Victualer and Entertainment License of the above-
referenced establishment should not be modified, suspended, revoked, or the hours during 
which sales of alcoholic beverages may be made reduced for alleged violation of 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rules and Regulations to wit:- 
 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rule 1.05.a(3).  Licensees must ensure that their 
patrons leave the premises in an orderly manner. Licensees who have a clientele that 
regularly fails to leave the area in a quiet and orderly manner must take appropriate steps 
which may include a police detail to supervise the leave-taking of the patrons at closing 
time. Said police detail shall be in addition to, and not instead of, the licensees own 
personnel; 
 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rule 1.06.e. No outside area may be used as a waiting 
area or other gathering place for patrons without prior approval by the Commission. 

 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rule 1.09.a. It shall be the obligation of licensees to 
ensure that a high degree of supervision is exercised over the conduct of the licensed 
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establishment at all times. Each licensee will be held accountable for all violations that 
are related to the licensed premises to determine whether or not the licensee acted 
properly in the given circumstances. 

 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rule 1.11.d. No entertainment may take place at a 
licensed premises and no member of the public may be at the licensed premises except 
during the hours and days when the Commission has approved the premises to be open to 
the public. It shall be a violation of the food or beverage license if entertainment is 
conducted on the premises prior to the opening hour set by the Commission or 
subsequent to the closing hour set by the Commission for the exercise of the food or 
beverage license or during any period when the food or beverage license has been 
suspended. 

 
Somerville Licensing Commission Rule 1.05.e.  When any noise, disturbance, 
misconduct, disorder, act or activity occurs in the licensed premises, or in the area in 
front of or adjacent to the licensed premises, or in any parking lot provided by the 
licensee for the use of its patrons, which in the judgment of the Commission adversely 
affects the protection, health, welfare, safety or repose of the residents of the area in 
which the licensed premises are located, or results in the licensed premises becoming the 
focal point for police attention, or is offensive to public decency, the licensee may be 
held in violation of the license and subject to proceedings for suspension, revocation or 
modification of the license. 

 
The date of the alleged violations was April 20, 2013 & May 18, 2013. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 
      Jenneen M. Pagliaro  
      Executive Secretary 
   


