
City of Somerville 
Board of Health Meeting 

June 15, 2006 
 

Present:  Brian Green, M.D., Chairman 
                Babette Mello, Board Member 
                Noreen Burke, Health Director 
                Kathy Henkle, Administrative Assistant 
                Rebecca Balder, Health Dept. Summer Intern 
               Jack O’Kane, Co-Owner – The Painted Bird 
 Absent: Maria Luisa Parra, Board Member 
 
Dr Green called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 
Ms. Mello seconded it. 
 
Accept Minutes: 
The acceptance of the May 25, 2006 minutes were postponed until the July 20, 2006  
Meeting because Ms.Parra was absent. Both May and June 2006 minutes will be 
approved in July 2006.  
 
Introduction:  Ms Burke introduced Ms. Rebecca Balder to the Board Members. 
Ms. Balder has accepted a summer internship offered by the Health Department. 
 
Body Art Apprenticeship Regulations Update:
Ideas and recommendations from the public hearing were brought forth to the Assistant 
City Solicitor, Frank Wright. The insertion of pregnancy and breastfeeding were added to 
page 12 of the Body Art Regulations and on page 19 Section (H) focusing on disclosures 
was strengthened.  The Disclosure of Apprenticeship, Body Piercing/Tattoo Consent 
Form was also modified. Dr Green made a motion to approve the Body Art 
Apprenticeship Process Regulations and the Implementation Date of August 15, 2006 
was decided. Ms Mello seconded it.   
 
Director’s Updates:   
Rodent Control: 
Ms Burke gave a short overview regarding the rodent problem in Somerville. The 
taskforce is looking at introducing a uniform trash receptacle and making other needed 
changes to the trash ordinance. There will be a public hearing 
on June 26, 2006 at 6:00pm in the Alderman Chambers located at City Hall. 
Mutual Aid: 
Ms. Burke will be going back to the table to iron out any details that have been ongoing 
with mutual aid. 
FY07 Budget: 
The Health Department had their hearing before the Alderman on June 13, 2006. We will 
not be getting any of the program requests that we asked for.  
Health Dept. Vacant Positions: 
Shaina Zamaitis was hired to be the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator    



Shape Up Somerville, Part-time Tobacco Enforcement Officer, and Scap Director are still 
vacant. 
Public Health Issues: 
There have been residents from Somerville and Cambridge who contacted the 
measles. It is a strain originated in India and the State wants us to reach out to the Indian 
population.   
Nursing Issues: 
We are looking into cross training the school nurses to do public nurse duties. Susan 
Kamin has shown interest in being cross-trained. 
Other: 
Dr Green and Sonja Darai spoke on the phone regarding Domestic Violence. 
Isd Issues: 
Ms Burke spoke about the Mayor’s idea of moving the Health Inspectors to the DPW.  
Dr Green made a motion to support the move. Ms. Mello seconded it. 
The next board meeting will be July 20, 2006 
 
A motion was made by Dr Green to adjourn the meeting @ 5.57pm. 
Ms. Mello seconded it. 
  
Respectfully Submitted 
Kathy Henkle 
Administrative Assistant 
Health Department 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                              
 
  
   


