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SOMERVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

Section 4.4. - Nonconforming Structures.
4.4.1. Alteration, Reconstruction, Extension, or Structural Change to a
Nonconforming Structure.

Lawfully existing nonconforming structures other than one- and two-family
dwellings may be enlarged, extended, renovated or altered only by special
permit authorized by the SPGA in accordance with the procedures of Article
5. The SPGA must find that such extension, enlargement, renovation or
alteration is not substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the
existing nonconforming building. In making the finding that the enlargement,
extension, renovation or alteration will not be substantially more detrimental,
the SPGA may consider, without limitation, impacts upon the following: traffic
volumes, traffic congestion, adequacy of municipal water supply and sewer
capacity, noise, odor, scale, on-street parking, shading, visual effects and
neighborhood character.

For purposes of this Ordinance, normal maintenance, painting, replacement
of roof shingles or like sheathing materials, and other improvements judged
by the Superintendent to be cosmetic in nature shall not be considered as
alterations, reconstructions, extensions or structural changes.

2.2.155. Story, Half. A story directly under a sloping roof where, in the case
of a roof having one (1) uniform degree of pitch (such as in gable or shed
roof types) the points of intersection of the bottom of the rafters and the
interior faces of the exterior walls are less than two (2) feet above the floor
level on at least two (2) opposite exterior walls or, in the case of a roof having
two (2) or more pitches on each of two (2) or more sides (such as gambrel
or mansard roof types), the average finished floor to finished ceiling height is
less than six (6) feet. Dormers may be constructed on the roof and exterior
walls provided they are structurally supported on the roof rafters and the
length of the dormer(s) as measured between the lowest bearing points of
the dormer(s) on the rafters of the sloping roof does not exceed fifty (50)
percent of the length of the sloping roof to which it is attached.
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