
Traffic Commission Agenda 
May 16, 2013 

 
Where:  Tufts Administrative Building, 167 Holland St, 2nd floor 
 
When:  Thursday May 16, 2013 @ 6pm 
 
Item #1 – Acceptance of Minutes from April 18, 2013 Traffic Commission Meeting 
 
Item #2 – Request for Traffic Calming on Kidder Ave 
 
Item #3 – Request for Renewal of Handicapped Parking: 

• 17 Russell Rd 
 
Item #4 – Request for Fire Lanes: 

• 33 Lexington Av (5 ft)  
• 38 Lexington Av (20 ft) 
• 39 Lexington Av (5 ft) 

 
Item #5 – Request to consider extending the 48 hour parking rule beyond 48 hours 

• Request regarding “Cold Starts” 
 
Item #6 – Request from Somerville Bicycle Advisory Committee (SBAC) to allow bicycles use 
of streets during restricted periods when Do Not Enter Regulations are in effect at the following 
locations: 

• Cherry St from Summer St 
• Concord Av from Beacon St 
• Sartwell Av from Cedar St to Cherry St 
• Lincoln St from Broadway 
• Myrtle St from Washington St 
• Tufts St from Washington St to Cross St 
• Greenville St from McGrath Highway Southbound 
• Prospect Hill Av from McGrath Highway Southbound 
• Raymond Av from Curtis St 

 
Item #7 – Request from SBAC for the following changes to Article XIII “Bicycle Regulations” 
of the Traffic Regulations for consistency with State Regulations: 
 

• Strike last sentence of Section 13‐4: "The operator of a bicycle shall yield to pedestrians in all 
traffic situations."  

o This statement conflicts with Section 12‐5: “Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any 
point other than within a marked crosswalk shall yield the right of way to all vehicles 
upon the roadway.” 

• Strike first sentence of Section 13‐7: “Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 13‐6, bicyclists 
shall yield the right‐of‐way to motorists making a right turn maneuver in a bicycle lane.”   



o This statement conflicts with MGL ch.90 s.14, which states, “No person operating a 
vehicle that overtakes and passes a bicyclist proceeding in the same direction shall make 
a right turn at an intersection or driveway unless the turn can be made at a safe distance 
from the bicyclist at a speed that is reasonable and proper. It shall not be a defense for a 
motorist causing an accident with a bicycle that the bicycle was to the right of vehicular 
traffic.” 

• Strike second sentence of Section 13‐7: “Except when overtaking a slower bicyclist or to make a 
left turn maneuver, or to avoid a hazard, bicyclists shall stay within marked bicycle lanes.”  

o This statement conflicts with MGL ch.85 s.11B, which states, “Every person operating a 
bicycle upon a way, as defined in section one of chapter ninety, shall have the right to 
use all public ways in the Commonwealth.” 

 
Item #8 – Prior Business: 

a) Request for Handicapped Parking 34 Linden St 
 

b) Left turn restriction onto Mead St from Cameron Av, 7am-9am and 4pm-6pm, except 
abutters (2nd 90 day trial period) 

 
c) Request to amend Article V Section 5-1 “General Prohibitions”, Article X Section 10-5 

“General Towing Prohibitions”, and Article XI Section 11-2 “Penalties” with the 
following addition:  Establish a Restriction and Fine for vehicles parking/obstructing 
bicycle lanes for $50.00 

 
 
 
 


