
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Joseph A. Curtatone 
Mayor 

 
Tuesday, August 19, 2008 

City Hall 
3rd Floor Conference Room 

6:40 p.m. 
 
Final Review and Approval of HPC Minutes:  July 2008 
 
DELIBERATION OF HPC CASES 
 
HPC #08.51 – 28 Highland Avenue 
Applicant:  David Owens, Trustee, 28 Highland Avenue Condominium Trust 
 
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness for the following: 

1. Replace 3-tab roof shingles with Slateline® architectural shingles; and  
2. Construct a dormer on the interior corner of the building based on conceptual plans received. 
 

HPC #08.53 – 38-40 Bow Street – Market Building 
Applicant:  Anthony LaPuma, Contractor for Catherine LaPuma, Owner 
 
The Applicant seeks a Certificate of Appropriateness for the following: 

3. Redesign a 1920s non-original storefront by constructing a new one intending to be in a sympathetic 
style from conceptual plans received. 

 
 
DEMOLITION REVIEW 
None this month. 
 
 
DEMOLITIONS REVIEWED BY THE STAFF 
None this month. 
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CERTIFICATES OF NON-APPLICABILITY ISSUED BY THE STAFF 
 
HPC# 08.29 – 5 Campbell Park       July 22, 2008 
Applicants:  Frances Chew & Richard Bryan, Owners 
 

1. Repair and replace rotted and damaged railings, porch elements, back stairs, gutters, soffits and related 
elements at roof-line to match in-kind existing.  

 
HPC 08.34 – 8 Cross Street East       July 22, 2008 
Applicant:  Olena Krylova, Owner 
 

1. Construct a shed in the rear yard, not visible from the public right-of-way. 
 
HPC 08.38 revised – 9 Westwood Road, Somerville, MA   July 21, 2008 
Applicants:  Arthur and Sylvia Shurcliff, Owners 

 
1. Replace third floor wood windows in-kind to match existing window panes in form and material; and 
2. Install Harvey Tru-channel® storm windows. 

 
HPC #08.54 – 12 Pleasant Avenue, Somerville, MA   August 15, 2008 
Applicant:  Chris Nolan 

 
1. Renovate 3rd floor kitchen with no changes to the exterior appearance of the building; and 
2. Install new heating systems. 

 
 
SECTION 106/NEPA/MEPA REVIEWS PERFORMED BY STAFF 
 
HPC 08.50 - Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC    July 28, 2008 
          J-2 loop Project, Medford and Somerville, MA   
 
“No adverse effect” was found to above ground historic structures.  However, the “MHC has noted in its May 
8, 2008 letter to FERC, there may be material remains of the Middlesex Canal that might be impacted by the 
construction.  If buried structures of import or interesting artifacts are discovered in the course of the project, 
the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission would be very interested in whatever archeological findings 
PAL uncovers.  The Commission would be especially interested in receiving this information about the Canal 
and the archeology of the site in a form that can be disseminated to 5th grade school children who are studying 
early U S History, as well as to the general public.” 
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS PERFORMED BY STAFF PER REQUEST OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
 
HPC 08.47 R – 69 Walnut Street      August 4, 2008 
Applicant: Nikhil Rangaraj, Owner 
 
This building is part of a group of 1880’s Second Empire homes constructed at the crest of Walnut Street.  It 
retains some of the historic character of the period and abuts the 1870 Folsom-Duxbury House which is soon to 
be included in the City's roster of Local Historic Districts.  The other buildings near it on the opposite side of 
Walnut include part of the Pleasant Avenue Historic District and the only Tudor Revival residence in the City.  
While this group of Second Empire homes has the possibility of being up-graded to a District in their own right, 
however, the altered condition of the structures would need major investment by the owners to return them to 
their intended style and character.  This property appears to have yet another owner who is making changes to 
the historic fabric.  At best, clapboard is replacing the shingles on the front second floor façade but many 
details have been removed that were key characteristics of the building style.  Changes to the rear of the 
building are unlikely to affect the streetscape. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS AND PROJECT UPDATES  
 

• Grant Related Projects 
 ArtsUnion Grant events for calendar this fall – Brandon 

• Walking Tour -- Union Square Revisited:  Yesterday into the 21st Century – 
Sun. Sept. 14th, 2-4 pm 

• Skit of “Ghosts of Somerville” at Milk Row Cemetery – Sat. Oct. 18th, 4 pm - dusk 
 Milk Row Cemetery Project Update – Brandon & Barbara 
 Local Historic Districts Expansion Project Update – Brandon & Kristi 

• Subcommittee members:  Michael Payne, O. Susan Fontano, Abby Freedman, 
Kevin Allen 

• Staff has broken list down to smaller groups 
• Subcommittee to review proposed breakdown of properties for mini-reports and 

make recommendations 
• Union Square Re-zoning Update – Abby & Jeff 

• Subcommittee members:  Kevin Allen, DJ Chagnon, Abby Freedman, Jeff Meese 
• Subcommittee to review PDS-1, PDS-2 and make recommendations 

• Permit Streamlining Committee Update – Kevin & Brandon 
• Minimum Maintenance Standards Ordinance Update – Dick, Brandon & Kristi  
• Events Past & Upcoming 

 Middlesex Canal Bike Ride – Saturday October, 4th  
 
 
Schedule of remaining regular SHPC meetings for 2008:  To be held on the third Tuesday of every month, 
except for September* due to a conflict with elections:  September 23*, October 21, November 18, and 
December 16. 
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