
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

MMEETING AANNOUCCEMENT 

MasssDOT to hhold a Neeighborhoood Meetiing for thee
 

Ethanool Safety Sttudy 


BOSTONN: The Masssachusetts DDepartmennt of Transpportation (MMassDOT) wwill be holdiing a 
Neighboorhood Me eting for thhe Study of the Safety IImpacts of EEthanol Traansportation by 
Rail throough Bostonn, Cambridge, Chelseaa, Everett, SSomerville, && Revere. 

The Neigghborhoodd Meeting wwill be held on: 

March 11, 2013 – 66:30 to 8:300 pm 
Argenziaano Schooll – Cafetoriuum 
290 Wasshington Sttreet, Someerville, MA 

The meeeting will beegin with ppresentationn on the progress of thhe study. Thhe presentaation 
will incluude the prooject backgrround, evalluation of ppublic safetyy issues relaated to 
transporrting ethanol by train tthrough the cities of BBoston, Cammbridge, Chhelsea, Everrett, 
Somerville, & Reverre, and the draft study findings. TThe presenttation is schheduled to last 
approximmately 45 mminutes andd will be folllowed by aa question aand answer period. 

Backgroound 
The MasssDOT Officce of Transpportation Pllanning is uundertakingg this safetyy study in 
responsee to Sectionn 24 of Chaapter 242 off the Acts oof 2012, passsed by thee State 
Legislatuure, which charges MaassDOT witth executingg a study oon the publiic safety issuues
associateed with ethhanol transpport by rail.. The text of Section 244 is shown below. 

“Section 24. Notwitthstanding any generaal law or sppecial law oor rule or reggulation to the 
contraryy, the Massaachusetts DDepartmentt of Transpoortation shaall commission a studyy to 
determinne the impaact on the ppublic safetty of transporting ethaanol by trainn through tthe 
cities of Boston, Cambridge, CChelsea, Eveerett and Reevere. Publiic safety issuues to be 
studied shall includde, but not bbe limited tto, the proxximity to ressidences, elderly housiing 
complexxes, schoolss, hospitals, health caree facilities aand other ppopulation aand 
demographic charaacteristics aand emergeency responnse capabiliities. The reeport shall bbe 
completted not later than 6 moonths after the effectivve date of this act, andd copies of tthe 
report shhall be provvided to thee house andd senate coommittees oon ways annd means, thhe 
executivve office of ppublic safetty and secuurity and thee departmeent of envirronmental 
protectioon. The deppartment of environmental proteection shall not issue a license undder 
chapter 91 of the GGeneral Lawws for the trransportatioon of ethannol throughh the cities oof 
Boston, Cambridgee, Chelsea, EEverett andd Revere unntil it has recceived the rreport.” 
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At the request of the City of Somerville and the study’s technical advisory group, and 

due to the fact that it is located in the center of the other cities named in the legislation 

and the rail lines in question pass through it, the study area has been expanded to 

include the city of Somerville. The final report is due to the Legislature on March 23, 

2013.
 

Additional Information 

This meeting location is accessible to people with disabilities.  Spanish interpretation 

services will be provided at the meeting.  To request any additional language assistance, 

American Sign Language interpreters, assistive listening devices, handouts in alternative 

formats, or information on the meeting, please contact Paul Nelson by March 6th at: 

paul.nelson@state.ma.us or (857) 368-8867.
 

For further information on the Study of the Safety Impacts of Ethanol Transportation by 
Rail through Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, Somerville, & Revere, please refer to 
the project website at http://www.mass.gov/massdot/ethanolsafety. 
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